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Tur TY acquaintanee 25 ee Habe 

1 had with Mr. Fur, are (I confeſt) wartant- 
able cauſes, that ſo many do expect from me, an 
account of his (memorable) life. If ſome other 

man would anſwer the public expectation, with 
more addreſs, as to expreſſion, method, number and 
value of obſervations and reflections; in à word, 
more elegantiy; 2 n en ee 


4 "ty : 8 74 


. eee e #11, c 


- Twomas Frinen was borm at Tyfwich in Bat 
| ni month of June; anno 1632, being the 
ſon of Henry Firmin, and of Prudence his wife. 
Henry and Prudence; as they did not overflowwith 

wealth of the world, ſo neither was their condi- 
tion low or ſtrait. God gave them the wiſh-of 
Solomon, neither peveriy nor riches; but that 
middle eſtate and rank, which containeth all that 
Is valuable” and * Wan in” e S r 


** 


« 4 OE t 

adhere to riches. But theſe two were b 
derable in their degree, or place, both as to eſteem 
and plenty; by means of their ſobriety, diligence 
and good conduct, the eff. cts of their piety, they 
were of the number of thoſe, who. were then cal- 
1 « Puritans,” by the looſer ſort of people: who 
were wont to impute preciſianiſm, or affected pu- 
ritaniſm, to ſuch as were more devout, and withal 

more conſcientious, and exemplary, than is ordi- 
naty; ee in he * of. = church *. Toy 
n 2 | 
ſe „ he'wwas font nant * its that. On 

* ſon (Thoma: Firmin) to an apprenticeſhip 
in London; under a maſter. OAT Way: ſet or 
opinion) an arminian, a hearer of Mr. * 
Goodwyn. Our young man, accompanying his 
maſter to the elegant and learned ſermons of Mr. 
SGoodwyn, ſoon exchanged the (harſh) opinions 
of Calvin, in which he bad been educated, for 
_ thoſe (more honourable to God, and more ac- 
- countable, to the human reaſon) of Arminius and 
the remonſtrants. And now it was, that he learned, 
as was the commendable cuſtom of thoſe times, 


to Write ſhort hand; at which he was ſo dextrous, 


that he would take into a book, any ſermon that 
be heard, word ſor word, as ĩt was ſpoken by the 
pfeacher 3 if the ſermon were not delivered with 
too much precipitance. Of this he made a dou- 
ble uſe, W the very bulieſt badet 


9 1 a 3 ; 00 


„„ q 3 3 
bis life, For, if the ſermon was bor 


(judicious morality, or weighty nents, he 
8 olten read it, in his ſhort-hand notes, for his own 


ther improvement: and then took the pains to 
rite it out (in wenn it length) for the benefit of 
bis acquaintance.” He leſt behind him a” great 
ROPES deu o tne kind 3 
15 e in par vo. e +5 ut e 
As to his demeanor in his ee e he 
was ſo nimble 'n his motions, in taking down, 
opening goods to chapmen, &c. that ſome gare 
| kin une mie 15 Spirit.“ And in. re ker 
and refpeRul; ede hot dine] the 6 om 
rather (choſe to deal with "Thomas, than than with the 
maſter of the ſhop: or if a bargain was ſti ck 
between a cuſtomer and his maſter,” 1 would 
W the difference to 1 both. 
He met, however, with one rub, in he <ourſe | 
of his ſervice; for the elder apprer | 
loined five pounds of his maſter's — as | 
it 'to'the charge of Tom. Firmin. Ino not 
was dot; but it pleaſed God himſelf te zadge in | 
this caſe. For the elder ſervant” was, ſhortly. after, 
taken with a mortal ſickneſs; and, before hie died, 
nad 8 that he took and ſpent his inaſ- 
ters, money, Thomas Firmin not being in the 
dne to it. [Thus be has made all was | 
7 | A 4 


1 7 5 6 
the tha not diſdain or negleRt Wh . 
all things, even little things, in the propereſt time. 
Many crimes are ſuffered to reſt; or are not pre- 
ſently called to judgment: becauſe the delay of 
HR hurts nobody; but, when the in- 
nocent and virtuous lie under i min, EY o 
_ |, -calion. of the guilt of others, the detection of of. 
4 Fader and th excuon frat ae bat dom 
Eo: Ro ſoon'ns HOME free, eee 
ber bmi, though his firſt ſtock was but about 
one hundred pounds, By the opinion he had raiſed | 
o himſelf among the merchants and others, and the 
lone he had gained among his maſter's cuſtomers, 
te neighbourhood, and a great number of inci- 
dental acquaintance, he overcame the difficulties 
ol ſo weak and incompetent a beginning; fo that 
in the year 1660, he married a citizen's daughte 
with hye hundred pounds to her portion, - 
From his firſt ſetting up (as they . 
| himſelf, he would be acquainted with all perſons 
i | that! ſeemed to be worthy, foreigners as well as 
' engliſh, more eſpecially - miniſters :- he ſeldom 
-  Jined without ſome ſuch at his table; which, 
though ſomewhat chargeable. to his 2 lender 
A bilities, was of great uſe to him aſterwards, bot 
jn relation to the poor and the public. - For out of 
his large acquaintance and multitude of friends, 
he engaged the 2 intereſt 'of ſome, and 


wo gave Mr. Biddle his bed and board, till be 


| N or God e 


15 4 . 
2 3 of a or 2 = 

public, for which I ſhall hereafter account. 
Nou alſo it was, that he happened to He me 

0 0 with Mr. Biddle, who much confirmed 
him in his arminian tenets, and carried him a great 
deal further. Mr. Biddle perſuaded him, that the. 
unity of God is a unity of perſon as well as of, 
nature; that the holy ſpirit® is indeed a per/or, but 
not Gad. He had a great and juſt eſteem of Mr, 
Biddle's piety, exemplarineſs and learning; and 
is that friend (mentioned in Mr. Biddle's life) 


was ſent priſoner by protector Oliver Cromwell 
to the iſle of Scilly; and when there, Mr. Firmin, 
with another friend, procured for him a yearly 
penſion of one hundred crowns from the protector, 
beſides what he _—_ . nnn 
wy himſelf. : 
Mr. Firmin's * in this as of his life, | 
was gardening z for which purpoſe he. cultivated” 
a piece of ground at Hoxton, not a mile from 
| London; where he raiſed flowers, and (in time) 
attained no (mall ſkill in the art of gardening, in 
| the culture of flowers, herbs, greens, and Fruit- 
{trees of all forts. I have often borne him com- 
pany to his garden; but, either going or coming 
* he wed on. to viſe the; poor and: * 


5 5 [The ELK 4 he holy 3 is a Mabe by unites 
rian chriſtians; and by the ſpirit of God, is very generally un- 


1 


* mw” are- e 1 
„ and we en. of what nature and f 
degree chili: ſtraits are, and that ſome are more 
, worthy of affiſtanee than others; and their con- 
Aden being known, ſometimes we are able to 
afſiſt them by our counſel, or our intereſt, much 
more effectually than dy the o 1 ity vr do, or can 
E /iououlamnccs ronig 2's al 
Before I paſs'to the next Bens of Mr. Firmitt's 
ne L am obliged to take _— that by bis firſt 
Wife he had a ſon and a r; the former 
lived to man ——— Sed (a bachelor) about- 
even years before his father. The mother of 
the two ae while Mr. Firmin was 

5 bridge, managing there ſome 
affairs of his heads... Her 7 . was apcompanied- | 5 
_ with this remarkable ci eu ice.” Mr. Firmin 


| - Yreamed” at ige, that he ſaw his wie 
iN Sreathing' ber laſt : whereupon, e y in the Ic 
ing, bie took horſe for London; but, ns er 1 


ee he seng de pos e ”_=_ to MS - 


2. 
— — ——4. 2 8 
n * i 


2 his life is, that though gh hitherto his wealth . 
was no more than a competenee, conſidering his 
Theta! e and the multitude of his acquain= , 8 


- OW : . e : * 
— 1 * s 5 
S 
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10 9 's 3 
of this in the: following ranſcript, a the 
of” | copy of a paper written by one of his neareſt rer 
lations, and who hath lived with him above thirty 
r . was 2 ee ned nn 
gence, e ani eee F He had masy 
& relations, of ſeveral degrees, who ſtood in need 
4 of his care and help; to whom he was a very 
« kind brother, uncle, and kinſman; beſides, the 
e great pains he tool to promote them, as it lay 
un his way or power. Hie lan by fans e 
“ for whom he advanced money, and his diſturſe- 
s ments for others of them, amounted: to ver, 
P er le ſums; a good part of which; was 
not long after his firſt beginning in the world. 
«6. ber Was thy: I pr judice 1 . 5 
« for! his weng 8 . 
«. very conſiderable eſtate, which he did not till 
« about ſeventeen years before his death. His 
« eltatg at (about) ſeventeen. years before his 
© .deceaſe, was three times greater than when. be 
died, though then conſiderable... He might 
eaſily have increaſed it, as much. as he dimi- | 
_ 4, niſhed. it, had he ſet his heart on riches but 
& thoſe he never valued in compariſon; of doing 
good: and I have often heard him ſay, he would 
not die worth more than ive thouſand poundt. “ 


ide rr own wmpRED; is worſe: than 
nn infidet i” ſo he was wont to give that bert 

us the reaſon of his bounties to his relations. 8 
ade from chat deiſm of which dome have | 
| er. a — tar. . Me, » 


[7 0 LESS 
n 


n 
"| 5 
* * 


4 e Mr.F irmin was feed; in Lombard-fer, 
ers firſt Mr. Jacor ia 
ane inn theſe two, being Angelina princh- 
| - le men, he maintained a reſpectful | 
| $Rionaely and condally on their parts. Now. 
Dr. Wortingron, Dr. Wilkins, Mr. Tihottn: 
Dr. Wilkins was ward e of : Cheſter, 
Mr. Tillotfon - (for he was-not . made doctor) 
ſhop of Canterbury; but in their Hignity, _ 
und to the very laſt, Mr. Firmin had the ſame 
Nen 71 85 * ai een e friendſhip, 
+ as Br „„ that 


n 
e 


i 


28 Fg 


the town, and e's a ene many — of. uy - 
and diſtinction). when the doctor was obliged! to 
be at Canterbury, where: he was dean, or was out 
of town, either for diverſion or health, he gene- 
rally left it to Mr. Firmin to provide prrachers 


for his lecture, and Mr. Firmin nne | 


8 ſupply his place with ſome very eminent prez Fs. 
ſo that there never was any complaint on the be. | 


count of Dr. Tillotſon's abſence; - And this Mi 


Firmin could eaſily do, for now there 3 ] 


2 divine of note (whether in London, or, in b 
country, that frequented London) but Mr. Fir« 
min was become acquainted with him. Thie 
helped him much to ſerve the intereſts of many 


dates for lectures, ſchools, cures, or rectories - 


for whom he would folicit with eee eee 


and diligence as other men do for t 


6 $ 1085 CW 
near relations. I tl: bo Winni aN "<7 1: 5 | 


_ - Sec here a trader, Ms latin or geg 

no logie or philoſophy) compaſſed about by an 
incredible number of learned mae eee 
bo widely in opinion from him, and were gontis _ 
* aually attacking him for his (ſuppoſed) errors; 

pet could] they never remove him from the belief of 
the UNITY of dn nee eee 
Ru tn | 75 or 


- * 
; Ss — 
7 
Lid * 


1 rent 8. Lare 


. 


”w 


* 


66/4 break off fur bp much as 5 leſſen} , 
the-friendſhip between them; certain arguments 

of te eee g wit a ; . Eee our 
friend. 17 e „ 6 hf 6 3 : 
dener, Boring heard" mids of Mrs Firmin's | | 
uſefulneſs in all public — ci 2196 re 
charity; and:char hewes eterodox articles 
2 the rr the Wy" a ene 


| | commended-it to him, to ſet Mr. 
1 chaſe weighty — 


* 


The archbiſhop anſwered, that he had often en- 
Nee n Firmin h. 

wu 4 eee os However, his 

| grace publiſhed his ſermons (formerly 1 
St. Lawrence's) concerning thoſe Nn wo" 
OO — firſt 22 from the 


88 mere $ 


cauſed avery reſpeRful anſwer (although ſome have 


1 oof thi evinitiys to be drmm up and pub- 
eee e r e, e 1 ; 


2 7 N > þ 3 W Sf OY . ; 
i 125 1 . - * 2 $ 4 „ 7 1 8 5 . * 


wy bo 


cal. 
te do the archbiſhop juſtice «gant 


1 Nt nc PPS woe bras aces. 
Mr. * 3 ve 

h Prop erty; andthe e pe — 
dine in private, he ſent for Mr. Firmin to him, 
and ſaid. to this effect, · that the calumnies of peo- 

ple had obliged him to publiſh his ſermons, ſome 


time ſince preached at St. Lawrence's againſt the 


cinus ;- that he had ſincerely preached 


1 FFC 
af — that, nn ie falſe im- \ 


to perſons:who er eee, ang: — 
—— That he knew well this was 
the c enen for whoſe lear *”! 
| My eee, eerst A 
| wards, when. Mr. Firmin gave him a copy of 

Jonfiderations ;; after he had read it, he · only 
E *-My — neee — 


. | Og? on- Giles? gf Ic hide called d Miro Paine 


4 


anſwer made to him, but uſed Mr: Firmin as for- 
merly, inquiring, as he was wont, „ Hou dees 


; see Mrcelle 


Tee never Ae, det Cen is. one bee 
nity of potfons is the gdh; eee or 
divine ſubſtance, conſidered as unbegotten, begor- 
. an en which modes — 5 


js of: dating * 4424 has Usesbens the 
OW! of mo iy: The unitivians never in- | 
Ht (infinite): minds on Sid _ eee 
| Son is one infinite ſpiri or mind, not tue or 


* D * * * : ag q » | 
F : 
* 3 ö 5 | . * | ſely 
af e 4 4 * \ F ft OE SER P | 0 le : 
| , 4 ; , 8 Pp . * 
2 > ö 
” 4 * F ; is 
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1 ———— 
9 but the divine eſſenee or gods 

i any with the three relative properties,” unbeget- 

den, and begotten, and proceeting, They an; 
2 that the difference between the 
church and the unitarians had ariſen from à mere 
miſtake of one another's meaning: a miſtake oc 
1 by vg peta RIO 


pence A ind, antes n 
Weout terms (though neuer ſo improper; or imply: 
ing aniy triſſes,) when the things intended by | 
thoſe terms are not unſound or heteradox. Theſa 
(honeſt, pacifis) inclinations of men, who had 
no deſigi in their diflert from the church, gare 
birth to © The agreament bitween the 'unitarians 
end. the catholic church; a book written at the 
Inſtance (chieſſy) of Mr. Firmin, in anſwer to 
Mr. Edwards, the Biſhops of Worceſter, Sarum, : 
* 6 and, 555 Luzanzy, 1 
N veed 


Ti — nuns; ad thi 
"20 the points, ſo long and fiereely debated and 
TE "by « l a | 


Wl. 9 into antiqulty, and other parts of aeg an. 
ſeyeral learned men, ſome of them authors in 
| the ſocinian (or: -unitarian) way, — the” 


* necedſary;: in ſuch caſes, e J 


nes Mr. Firmin publiſhed it, when examined and | 


ed, with more ſatisfaction en eee ow 
; not wonder, however, that our friend was — 
| - +. embrace a reconciliation with the church: for 
1 he was ever a lover of peace, and always con- 
formed as far as he could; according to that di- 
rectior of the apoſtle, Vhercunto we haus already 
attained, let us wall by the ſame rule. Which 
with the beſt — een 
e Conform to the doctrines, and u Io 
« that are commonly vio as far as you can; 5 
6. 3 „ the _ 


- 


* 


inen e tp e ai 
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gion. Lie eee itt being 
was undeniable they might communicate with the 
church without either fin pr ſcandal, and did com- 
municate on ſome occaſions; it is therefore both 
ſcandal and fin to ſeparate and divide. Mie n 
he ſilenced many, and reclaimed divers u. 
In the year 1658, the unitarians were lhe 
ie Palandy prepara Mun 
0 foreign. mandy jofomugh. that- at one time ww. - 
were in arms in Poland, Lithuania, and the Ukrain, 
den e $296 bauen houland Palats ga uy 


e Ae ee en ban”; en 


SY; 


7 Chnntes G1 oro to, nb (diſtant | 
ö bo, beligyjng the proper Beile et Get. 
* e 10 join in n giving religious worſbip to, Jeſus Chriſt 
the creature of Gd oro » trinity of Gods. A practice highly, . 
ſecs upd every principle of religion and morals; znd- 
which, it mey raſonsbly he ſuppoſed Mr. Firwinihingfelf 
a d bave viewed i in the ſame light, had the: lubjeQ beep pre-: 
Ws di ſcuſled, 24 in gur dey, or had bis temper and my 
d him at Files for himſelf W Jo 
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thouſanc 2 Coles, be 
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" taint; — weng 
dhe cities of Warſaw and Cracow, and with them 
almoſt all Poland: anne: dhe! anders 


ene, Poon ein lalt of all ee rians. 
But the ſwediſh king engaging himſelf” in other 
— particularly with Denmark, and in 
many, John Caſimire, king of Poland, appeated 
pron and the Poles generally joiking d. heir king, 
2. length drove the Swedes out of Poland: the 
 frrediſh King found himſelf obliged to oondeſeend 


to; a (reaſdnable) peace with king Calimire. As 
the unitarians were the laſt that ſubmitted) to the 7 
| Bier of Swedeland, W being bunt erte 
by an oath; they di did not concur with. the ather 
Polanders inrebelling againſt him, They conſidered 
the ſwediſh king b a fair conqueror, and a pro- 
1 | OY: 1 teſtant 


„ble — — — 
d co Sen ut Nn of the kings, to diſſenters 

c from the church, does not legally extend to the 25 

: „ unitarians (whom they called arians, or ana- 
«" baptiſts), this being a tiew- hereſy, ſince the 
a granting that indi gence or toleration'; there- 1 
c fore all unitarians, who within ſuch a limited 
cc time will not embrace the roman-catholic reli- 
gion, ſhall be baniſhed out of Poland; allow 


2+ © 


« ing, however, tuo years (in effect but one) te? 


« fell their 'eltates,” whether” real or perſonal/? 
Hereupon, the unitarians left Poland, and fettled, . 
fome in Tranſilvania, where divers provinces and. 
Cities are unitatian; ſome in ducal Pruffa, and 
Brandenburg, where they enjoy like 8 
with his electoral highnefs's other ſubjectè; Tore 
(few) in Holland. Theſe unitarians were (in. 
| my opinion) unhappy, that they had not à man 
among them wc could diſcern it, arid ſhew them, 
that neither in the article of the trinity, nor of 
the divinity of our ſaviour, 9 dif- 
n ference 


D — 


ee Henchons or 


* Ja i keyyeen an ynfound ble 2nd 
| Gubmittiog to the latter *. A I „The Sennen | 


_ gations in Poland had many poor perſons 
bare the nobility and gentry prayed « ehe a 
for chem, from all upitarian churches. of foreign 
_ parts:a0d though they, knew there were:þut few 
witarian families in England, they ſent a. letter to 
= e ee As e. Firmin 3 
dene wühgut 3..brief,. ſome. — in 
Kaare both ned. the R Hon, But 1 
219 N Ni HEAD $974. 1 ban - 943 
. 8 eee 
Ah ..- Firmin pinnſeif Pi — ſrhiegt of .copformityz 


which we cannot but greatly, « dif, approye, howev 1 ve. N 
e pings of integrity i in other reſpe&s']* | 
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l 7 mention. ” 


— for then ing Charles AE: A brief for. 
F proteſtants alſo: 
theſe were they who had ſuffered the unitarians to 
be —— years before, when it 
was in their power to have prevented ity if ſo 
much as one of their deputies had proteſted againſt 
it in the diet. They willingly permitted, nay; 
d, the violation of the liberty of 
. — 
weakeried by the loſs of the whole unitarian 
ntereſt, it came to their oỹZ turns to be * 
ferers. They had never loſt cee 
1 ——— ves o 
both, by their (former) votes againſt the 
rians. A toleration or liberty of religion, once vio- 
e ee rene were. for break it only in 
one inſtance, or party, and you have diſannulled 
me whole ref it, and all the pleas for it. 
The malice of any againſt the Engliſh un 
rians comes now toe late; they leſs diſſent from 
the church (if they are at all diſſenters) than 
ny other nne of diſſenters *: therefore 


LE OT RY eſumption 
elated; of England is unitatien ; but the. inconſiſtency in ber 
| dofrines, and the difference between the liberty ſhe, claims, 
and that which ſhe allows, juſtifies the plea of the unitarian dif. 
een pollibility of 'refurmios,} ! 
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Aare Life; 3 — —— — 
be married a daughter of à juſtice of peace in 
the oounty of / Effex,. Wannen J 
all che qualifications of a goad wile, 
Fortien. God was pleaſed — — 5 
children; but one ſon, Giles Firmin, lived to. 
; man's oftat.. Toe 4987 99991 . 
be bad weed v his worker: and the y ns. 2 


his aa ule be was ede heh wenly 
fither to eternal mercies. e e eee 
In the year 166. was a:grea e ww; kink, f 
chere W in 8 0 one , in Loden ys _ 
ior" none — — mn anten 
inte the country; fa did Mr, Firmin, but IR 4 | 
ing in kis-hguſes ith ander elieve ſome 
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TE”) ) | 
| poor meokly, ad to She out dak to enter | 
in making ſuch commodities: as they were wont. 
He. forefaw-:that he ſhould be: hard put to it, to 

Adiſpoſe of ſucd an abundance of commedities as 
| | theſe;poor people would work olh, ii ſo long time, 

for him only: but when he returned to London; 
A wealt y ehapman (hST vas greatly pleaſed with _ 
his adventurgus charity) bought an extraotdinary 
quantity of 4hoſe goods ; ſo that he incurred ne 
Joſs; at that time, by employing the pott. 
che year after the ſickneſs, happened the great 
| fre, by hich the-city of London mm 


A 


„ — in a few 

iniproved his ſtock, — —— 
built alſo che whole court (excepting two or three 
houſes) in which he lived. And hawing how 
provided ſuMciently. for himſelf * nn ne 
began to conſider the poor. ie e e 

Tlis firſt ſervice en or eee, in 
their perſoris was the building a warehouſe by the 
water - ſide, for the laying up corn and coals, to 
be ſold to the poor, in ſcarce and dear — 
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| i till che year 1676, eie. ane [eſtimate be 


0 n arehbiſhop-Tillcrſon 4 
dean Tillotſon) ſays of this deſign of Mr. Firmin, 


What à mighty wealth wou 
the hands of tuch: a” — in his remaining 
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If we 


Gans of eee eee pounds, a en 0 ann 
way of trade, and in about twenty years time; % 
11d it have grown, in 


s; had not his 


eee d e eee ſerving 
ſttthe divine majeſty, turned his endeavours a con- 
trary way; to ſupport, and to raiſe others, while 


he leſſened and impaired himſelf? For in e 


reed 0 e in Little Iritai 


in his funeral-ſermon-on Mr. Gouge, anno 2667. 


He (Mr. Gouge) ſet the poor of St. Sepul- 


| © [cer (where he was miniſter) to work, 


« at his own charge. He bought flax and hemp 
Wunden te ſpins „** 3 
their work, and cauſed. it to be wrought into 
s cloth, which he ſold as he could, himſelf 
bearing the whole loſs. This was a very wiſe 

% and well-choſen way of charity; _ in a8 
Se wits e 3 


„„ ) 


%* ai he bad given: Abe thoſe: very perſons (freely: 0 
5 - « and; for nothing) ſo much as he made them to 


- &..earn by their work: becauſe, by this means he 
. reſcued them from two moſt dangerous tempta- 

_ &. tions, idleneſs and poverty. This courſe, ſo 
_ « happily deviſed and begun by Mr. Gouge, gave, 


e it may be, the firſt hint to that uſeful and wor- 


thy citizen, Mr. Thomas Firmin, of a much 
« larger deſign; which has been managed /by = 
him ſome years, in this city, with ſuch-vigour ' 
and good ſucceſs, that _ ann . 
« children, aud others. ore, 
e unprofitable both —̃ by- | 
750 . now maintain dene üer and are alſo nad - 


4 re loſs and eee vaſt 3 
taking; a ba den eee inclination to 
charity, and ied diligence and activity, 
“ is fitted to ſuſtain and go through the maden u 
85 &« racy WAN e ee p. 6a, 

Ga 64.) 1 ee e ee 

It is of SY project and war hat Mr 
Eirmin himſelf Sick thn atbaok if his, entitled, 


Propeſals for' the employment of the poor in theſe 
Nn en is now en eee 


5 employment e of the poor in the tink manu- 
m_m— Wo” 9 „ ae, 


ere eee, poor — unt. 
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| wach them a pee of oa beſides what coals . 
were given to ſuch as were ancient, bad many 
children, or any ſick in their family. But, becauſe» | 
1 themſelves 20 . e 46mg „ 
| Nencrgad damage 6 them, by giving them can-- 


| 0 =) 

- ſpundy hemlclves, andhe gavethe fans alto mon 
their children. Much of this linen he begged for | 
them; for he found,: -among his acquaintance and 

friends, divers charitable perſons, who would ra- 

Wert the cloth that had been wrought by our 

home poor, than purchaſe it, though at ſome what 
cheaper rates, e eee e 

: and 3 of his friends he gave Xo _ - ni 
b n eee Bur All Fafther 0 . 

Tourage and help his poor, he would invite per- 

| {ons of ability to come to his workheuſe, on days 
che ſpinners brought their yarn, that, ſeeing their 
poverty and diligence, he might the more"eaſily_ 

2 — 


| u art ef Ping, e ads to purchaſe 
wheels and reels; for theſe he hired teachers, and 


freely gave them their reels and wheels, He ofteh - 


took up poor children as they were begging in 
che ſtreets, whom he cauſed to be taught at his 
own charge, and provided for them their ryels and 
5 ann. eee | 

ebene eee ee = 

— laid barnde lift your, 
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1 dities at the price. they coſt me to ſpin and 


„ weave; and, in particular, the Eaſt India and 
£ Guinea companies gave me encouragement to 


make their Allabas cloths, and coarſe canvas for 


+, pepper bags; which: before: * eee 
* 1 eign countries. Ces. 
He publiſhed that book.of ad to aw 

other to ſet the poor to work, ata public charge) | 
or at leaſt to aſſiſt him, and two or three friends, 
in what he had now carried on, for above ſive years, 
at the loſs of above one thouſand pounds. But, 
finding that the lord mayor and the aldermen were 
not perſuaded by what he had offered in his book, 
and by diſcourſe with them, and other wealthy ci- 
tizens, he began to leſſen the ſpinning trade: for 
I find that in the year 1682, the whole diſburſe- 
ment was only two thouſand three hundred and 


| chirty- ſeven pounds three ſhillings, and yet the loſs 


| ane ae was two Nen eee 
pounds. 


l ſhould-ſeen, hedid ene 


table perſons, who would buy his manufacture at the 
price it coſt him, as in ſome former years. Nay, 
dom this time the loſk/increaſed yearly upon him. 
* or ſeven or eight ears together he loſt two-pence 
| ſhilling, N burbe 


ated, fo . 


5 ae Hy Eden eee ace 
ts the public, in that it took them off from beggary 


oer theft. But his loſs ſome years was extraordi- 


3 


1 e oi 1683, dhe trade increaling again, 5 
3 iſburſements, beſides his friends, were 6 
not les chan too thouſand pounds; th lo far ht 

\n che year 2684, th hlane of los not dene. a 
77 unte to ſeven hundred and 2 
1 And in the year 168 it eee dae 


nine hundred pounds eleven ſhillings and three - 5 
pence; toward which loſs, an eminent citizen, W- 


had five hundred pounds in that ſtock, quitted che 
whole principal, and requi 
years 1686, 1687, 1688, and 1689, the trade ——= 
clined for want of more ſuch benefactots. The Joſs - 
now remaining was four hundred and thirteen: - 
pounds, eleven ſhillings and three · pence; the value 
of the goods then in hand, and debes Kanins ai 
being computed at three hundred and ſeventy-tw]o 


ired no intereſt. . In the ps | 


pounds three ſhillings and one penny, 1. find no 125 


more in the whole received than two hundred ant 
ſeventy-nine pounds and one penny, .which falling 
ſhort ninety- pounds three ſhillings, added to 

the former laſs of four hundred-andthirteen pounds | 5 
eleven ſhillings and three · pe e, makes five hun- 
red and dn pounds fourteen ſhillings and threes - 55 
5 n — d not any way 

1 0 8 0 * 


| Fey. 0 3 v 5 
= | nene hd; Pirwi in, though 
| 4 55 ver reckoned. by lim as any part of his eſtate. 
| Anno 1690. The deſign eee 
= #5 F f es of the linen manufacture; who made the. 
Wl poor; and others, whom chen employed, to work 
3 | FOOTY: yet that was not ſufficient to encourage 
| nd He een tur | 
reed with Mr. Pirmin! to give im one hun- 
_ = | red pounds a year to overſe an# govern their 
= - not ee ee exjididiclend; e 
dcdoceived the promiſed falary, nor diſcounted- it to 
38 chem; and if he had, he would certainly have 
1 given it (in money, linen, and coals) among the 
WW. fpinners. This I venture to fay, becauſe when 
ui baue drew ſome prizes in one of Mr. Neal's lotteries: ' 
to the value'sf one hundred and eighty pounds, he 
. yeſerved to himſelf only the money he had adven- . 
Mp $i” 26M a ſc Ms: 
I 1 cf But the ppor {pinners, viing thats 4 Mr. ; 
Nil be Firmin returned to them again, and managed that 
oy trade is. he was wont: but fo, that be made it 
wlll bear /almo/bits own charges. But- in order that 
5 their ſmaller wages might be comfortable do them, 
be was more charitable to them in his diſtribu- 
tions, in this than in any former years; and beg- 
ged for them of almoſt all perſons. of rank, with 
3 or e fiend d , ö 
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with — be ſcarce had eee Aces tel 

ling them, 4 it was the poor's cloth, which in 
_ © conſcience-they ought to buy at the price ĩt could 
_ & be afforded?” If the buyers were very wealthy, 
he prevailed on them to give ſome of the cloth. 


they had bought, in ſhirting; and he would 


quickly ſend for the money, that was due for 
the cloth. But, without theſe ways, it had been 
impoſſible for him, to imploy ſuch a multitude of 
people, who could. not ſtay a minute for their. 
money. Tbis continued to be his chief buſineſs 
and care, to the day of his death: ſaying 
that about two years ſinee, when the calling in ; 
the clipped: money occafioned ſuch a ſcareity-of _ 
| current coin, that it was hard with many rich to get 
money enough to go to market, he was forced to 
diſmiſs ſome of his ſpinners, for mere want of mo- 
ney to pay them. I heard his partner and kin 
man, Mr. James, tell him, that he had taken about 
feven hundred pounds out of their caſh already, 
for the ſpinners; and that he ſhould take out no. 
more, as yet. Not that Mr. James was not always 
an encourager and promoter of the work-houſe, 
charity; for he never took any intereſſ- money, 
for his ſhare in that ſtock: but, their whole com- 


mon trade going through the hands of Mr. James, 


and being managed by him, he was more ſenſible 


2 * 
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ie Firmin wks 9lways- ai little unenfy, 97 
_ ſome accident; the work-houſe, being in the 
wecbing only of ſervants, ſhould: take ſine: and I: 
= | zemember. the. boys, -in-.one. of their licentious.- 
wit: 5 ort chrom ſquibs, flung one into che 
Wl: 2A 5 work-houſ cell, —— Rar were | 


_ == Besse 1 dis eee eee ee 
| : notice, that at his death, aur friend told Dr. L. 
that he did not regret his dying, only he could have 
© been willing (had God fo pleafed) to art 
2 nued two months longer, to put his work -houſe 
4 ob and ſpinners into another. method. . Thar method 
| : 4 0 eee ee ee e inners, 


f eee eee ra 
bo? | thn, wit ly end firings wat 0 lm fch 
- a a. pleafurts as magnificent buildings, pleaſant: 
walli well cultivated 'orchards and gardens, the 
= 2 - ality of muſic and wine, or the charms of love or 8 
1 Auch, are to others. eee ee be dad no: 


ur 


of thirty ears, gives this account of his wels 
expence on this and other charities ; 8 CON 
d and balancing, ſays he, his expences and loſſes with 


4 his gains, he might have left an eſtate behind him 


firſt for them. I have heard bis phyfician'bl: 


< of at leaſt twenty thouſarid pounds, if he had not 
« given and ſpent it in public and private charities, 
« buildings, and other good works; whereas now- 
4 his eſtate amounts to no more than a ſixth part of 
0 cc that ſum.· But it was his ſettled reſolution not 
to be richer: he told me, but x little before he died, 
that were he now worth forty thouſand. pounds, he 
would: die but very little richer than he then 
was. E inclined to think that in ſuch caſe, he would 
have died much poorer; for ſuch a ſum would 
have engaged him in ſuch” vaſt deſigns for 
his province, the poor, chat (probably) he would 
haue gone beyond the expence he intended at 


| him- ſometimes, that he did not allow himſelf com- 
petent time for his dinner ; but haſtened to Gar- 
Taway's coffee-houſe, about his affairs. But thoſe 
affairs were ſeldom, if ever, his own ; he was to 
jolicit for the poor, or in the buſineſs of ſome 
1 friend: who- wanted Mr. Firmin's intereſt or he 


1 was to meet on ſome deſign relating to the pub- 


lic good. In theſe matters his friends, that were 
not quick in their diſpatches, had reaſon oſtentimes 
to complain of him, as not 2 them ſufficient 
time, to diſpatch buſineſs with him: for be wr 
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* e was perſuaded by fome to make trial — 
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7 eee eeny-ains moms wi he gar 
mn g 
8 eee aftivity, 
wi 4 xedeeming,poor debtors outefpriſon 3 nat only 
| it was charity to the perſons, but out of regard 
js — eee e eee arved: 
; 3 of en a relief beſtowed bis eee ee 
1 | T have ſure grounds to believe, that it was himſelf 
== af whom he ſpake, in his book of Prapeſals, p. 83. 
e man, who, in a few years laft-pajh,. 
i | I |  euith the charity of ſome worthy perſons, has deli. 
uu ſine bundreds of poor peaple out of prijen; 
ane lay there, either only for jailor's fees, or far 
men ſmull debts : 1 have reaſan- 10 believe: that 
' nee bave bern delivered by others; and yet 
| |\K renn 
11 3 u of dae. 
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233 sep bor be would) amine! 
che Peiner concerning their uſige' by their 
pers; and ſometimes proſecuted jallors, before 
the judges, for extorting' unlawful fees} and owes, 
wxorbitant” pradtices. $5: remember; oue of the 
jailors proſecuted? by Mr. Firmin, made e | 
and hanged: himſelf before the matter was 955 
mined: a ſtrong preſumption, that he was con- 
ſeious to himſelf; of great faultineſs, and a demo- 
of; of © the great need o ſuch proſecu - 
| __ and, the CIO e 5 


Heal beste the yer 1687 to . lah hier. 
but being grieved, that he could do nothing for: 


debtors, confined for great ſums; therefore on bes | 


half of ſuch he always vigorouſly promoted acts 


of grace by parliament; whereby inſolyent debtors! | th 


were diſcharged- Tho” he never was a parliament 
man; he had mighty intereſt in both houſes; and” | 
was the cauſe that many bills were quaſh d; and 
others paſſed: inſomuch, that once, when an ad 
of grace for poor priſoners, that was liable t“ 
f have; and had, an ill uſe ade of it by unconſei | 
onable or knaviſhi people, paſſed the houſes and 
royal aſſent; he was upbraided with it by ent ee, | 
1 and told that it was his ac. 
Mr. e e ; roy fometines 


net, a 1 0 Rs wi 3 ark e Err 
he could not join with thoſe, who ſay here- 
6 they hate the poor'; and. that ſuch well . 
Tz Fru rb. Araits, and miſeries, that they bring an 
4 7 51 tbemſelvet. He Was wont to anſwer, to ſuch rea- 
ſonings, that; It wol be a miſerable world in- 
died, if the divine providence ſhould aft by that — 
rules if God: ſhould por na favour, grant no 
bop, or deliverance to ws, in thiſe flraits or cala- 
ne, that are the. ect of our fins.” of the | 
_ univerſal Lord ſeeks to reclaim, and. to better ue, 

1  by\ favours, and graces; do we dare to argue 
Again tb. example ſet by vim; and ageinft-a 
=: Sant, mae Tg no man 8 29. oft 

5 nee oe rh of och SH 
. it muſt have divers poor, more eſpecially London: 
where every houſe having one or more ſervants, 

who are obliged to ſpend their whole e x 
_  elothes; when theſe ſervants: marry, every little 
._ __.__ miſhap in the world rode them to beggary; 
meir ſmall, or rather | beginnings are cruſhed. : 
dy every accident. Mur: Pirmin had ſo full a ſenie 
af this, that (in ſome years of his life) he begged. 3 

- about five hundred pounds a year ; which he diſ- 

| tributed to the poor, at their houſes, or at his own, 
| N e 5 ION ers ne 65 


beter nclinomed ef) th deckte of th, 

* The wap ba: took for the better n. 
1 ofthe mail eee ee eee 
charity, in the ſeveral pariſhes, who were the moſt 
neceſſitous and beſt deſerving poor in that neigh= 
| bourhood : he went then to their houſes, that he 


12 might judge farther, by their meagre, looks, num- 


der of children. ſorry furniture, and other circum- 
ſtances, in what proportion it might be N 
them. He always took their names and numbers 
into a book ; and ſent, a copy of ſo much of his 
to the | intru; ed him with their 

- a8 s anſweredito the money truſted to hm 
by every ſuch perſon: that if he ſo minded, he 
* make inquiry, by himſelf or any othe: „ con 
ending the truth of the account given in. But 
Mr. Firmin's fidelity grew to be ſanall known, 
that after a few years, many of r 
would not receive bis accqunts. I know a cen... 
tain perſon, whoſe hand was with Mr. Firmin ia 
all his charitip I fhould not exceed (I believe) 
if I aid, that in twenty-one years time he hath 
given by Mr. Firmin's hand, or at his recommen- 
dation, five or fix thouſand pounds: this/perſon. 
| hath himſelf tod me, that Mr. Firmin was wont 
to bring him the accounts of his diſburſementa, till 
he was even, weary of e ugh — 
. * *. deſired . 


be knew te eee m 
ther rere ere e ond tuck as forty 


- dat e m Hands be 
dot by me dhe hach ſent; {of his own proper mo- 
0 n forte. 


— 


De h many chikiten, when be ' 
e ener eue that the perſon vas m e 


rm en ©. wha fort of rn he was? 


— 


a fer. Mr. Firmin Cad N a 

bly for that man. I anſwered 25 I thought myſelf — 
obliged, you may thke- it en my werd that your =_ 
Aberality was never better placed. Afterwards 1 

met the widow of Mr. P. in London; J deſired 

ber to accept half a pint-of wine at the next ta- 

| ber huſband and Mr. Firmin. She faid, be ss. 
nene nene bat the friendſhip | 

5 many peſos of quality, chat « he had cee 
factors to Mr. P. Mr. Firmin bad dane moſt for 

kim both in life and death. When her huſband 

died, his eſtate would not pay his debts; the was 

adviſed hereupan, by a glergyman, to propoſe.a _ 

compoſition with the creditors : ſeeing that every 

one could. pot he fully paid, yet all of them might 

receive part of their debt. She: conſulted Mr. 

| 2 ee this; be approve the ade 
| Gtio + bus mithed, rene e 
he ramities his whols debt, and dai. fs 5 
3 Whes the cams to him, de fad, e, 

. 2 WES Our 


o 
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hh "| Hraking 3 and when he ſpeaks; he. 


fiir ait i tobt be bad deſgnad to procure for ber, 
| but be would do ſomething himſelf.- Shortly after; | 
he ſent her a good Norwich ſtuff, that very welt 
_ clothed her and her four children. She. told me 
this, with many tears ; to which I had the more 
regard, becauſe I had long known ber to be a vir | 
„ eee prudent Woman. 
As Mr. Firmin's pains; and care, i in giving forth 
- lp charities, were- not ſmall, ſo neither were 
they little, In procuring them: not only becauſe 
many perſons are hardly perſuaded to give the 
dread of themſelves and families to others 3 but. 
becauſe it is much more difficult to beg for others, 
than to give ones ſelf. He that begs for others, 
muſt be maſter of a great deal of prudence, as well 
as wit, and addreſs: he muſt know, how to chooſ 
"hb Mollia tempora andi, the fitteſt opportunity of 
maſt” a 
| Kitaſelf to thoſe paſſions of the perſon, by = | 
only he can be wrought on. I remember Mr. 
Pirmin told me, of his applying to a citizen of 
| Uelhigheſt rank, for his charity in rebuilding St. 
Thomass Hoſpital; of whom he demanded no leſs 
- than one hundred pounds. The perſon had been 
ſome way diſobliged by the governors of that hoſ- 
pital; ſo he refuſed to ſubſcribe any thing : but 


our friend ſeeing him one day among ſome friends 


om/he reſpected, and by whom he was willing 
0 — and chat alſo he was in a very. 
17. 8 = = = a good 


"Es 


ade ti 


= — eee nee 


in his le 


 dred and twenty pounds ſix ſhillings, received of 


the ſum of five at ot ns 
. ren 90 


des coutions prices hehe and diſerations +; 3 * 


much more gots e ene of the great men 
ere £ 8 the ſame book of 168 1z, 
rhat the diſburſements againſt the ſum of ſive hun- 


dred and thirty-one pounds nineteen ſhillings 
aun feen do amount to ſive hundred and 
nine ty- ſour pounds blen Killings, and eleven 


ee eee ve 


fliſteen ſhillings and firathetoe , which, | ' r-pai Z 


is to be found in many of his ace 


rr : 
F were not given x — 


ſeribe the whole one hundred pounds, But to his 
perſonal ſolieitatioms, he was ſorced fometimes te 
add letters 5 and ſometimes ſucceeded hy the ar- 
tters, better than by the authe- 
rity of his perſonal mediation, 1 6nd in one of 
bis books, in the year 3679; the um of hs hun- 7 


ook of the year 1081, 


en — and ſix- pence, e ale | 


Jaid out on his own — antads. 
would it have produced? Mr. Firmin wie | 7 


noner general, for. the poor | 


1 


1 ** d 4s 3 
pounds given, thirty pounds of it is for the ſpin» 


| eue pounds for the poor; ſometimes 

ners, and thirty for the poor 

183 one hundred pounds is given, fiſty for | 
by the poor, and fifty for the ſpinners 3 another gives 


ity pounds for Yo; whe eee er poor | 


e — 
ny "—_ not but'eſteem-and love Mr.“ Zouge, 
-ondot lis get ro whe with hw; Ew 


89 the intimate friendſhip of 


theſe two perſons, that gave occaſion to.that-(re- 


warkable) paſſage: in Pr. Tillotfon's funeral-ſer- 
mon on Mr. Gouge, p. 92. Mr. Gouge was 


t of a diſpoſition ready to 


ace and oblige all 


men; allowing others * from him, even 5 
2 eee were very dear to him. Pro- 


i but fror Grd and work e . 
ue . in 9 about it leſs een 


£14 — in whieh he is worthy to be propounded : 
5 „ee deer rand. err And 


4. the world-will never 4 
Mr. _ — in Us 
3 9 — 95 


* 


TE 


__ 


en e e e eee 
to ſuch as could buy them. The chief of thoſs _ 
prints, and the moſt expenſive, was an edition 
of the bible and liturgy. in the Welch tongue; 


no fewer than eight thoufand copies of this 


work were printed together. One 


2 
N t queſs 


tion that Mr. Firmin contributed to, and pro-. 


ecured, divers ſums! for this excellent under - 


taking of his friend ; though all is attributed to 
ouge, who was chief in that great and 
good work. Aſter Mr. Gouge's death I find the 


Mr. 


5 x ſum of 419k, 9s. given to buy a number of. thoſe 


Paul's) gave 50l. Mr. Morrice, 64. other pers 
perſons: the reſt : but there wants in the receipts 
256l. 138. to balance the diſburſement, and that I 


judge was Mr. Firmin's money. Now that we 


are ſpea 


vuvritten by Dr. Worthington; but I have cauſe te 


believe that the author was Dr. Fowler, now bi- 
ſhop of Gloucelter ; who in compiliug it, followed 

the method of Dr. Worthington. Theſe Mr: 
Firmin gave to his ſpinners and their children; 0 


and to the children of the hoſpitab; engaging 
them to get is by heart, and giving fomething to 
moſe that did, He lodged alſo great nunſbers of 


4 
— * 


1 -of books, I ought not to forget, that 
Mr. Firmin oſten printed ten thouſand copies of 
the Scripture. catechiſm; whieh ſome think was 


them with bookſellers, at cheaper rates than they 


os 
— : — — — 
bs — — 
. p ˙ ! 7. —— - 
: I ae. OY 4 : 
4 * * < 
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Hi — g0-hege nas endly for eee 


& orga | 


FP 
acquaintance.might, at all times, have of them 


| prkag-mumbersthey would, gratis. Tie valued this 


chiſm — in ee ene 
- ww, and therefors n.of general uſe 2 as aim e 
eee all parties agrec'is ne: 


deſlary 0 eee ar rn * 


P 
| vedems for concience cowud God —— 
roneous ieee bene eee truth or 
_ falſchood of the opinion, un 
the ſinoerity to mn canſcience;: 
makes the martyr. I 


2. of the Ee eee eee 
* A vaſt en of en reſugees, — 


wants required not only a great, but an immediate, 
ſuccour. The rf, e of the moſt diff cult 


„ 


8 1 lodgings are * 


| 4 28 diet? But Mr. Firmin bethought him 


of the Pęſ. honſe, then empty of patients: the mo- 0 


tion was approved by the lord mayor and court of 
Aldermen j and ſome hundreds of theſe ſtrangers 
were accomodated in that ſpacious and conve 


nient place. As for relief in money, they made 


heir firſt application to the Fan there 


fore I find in Mr. Firmin's books, Delivered to the 
deacons of the French church, yy to J. S. Tol. 
an old man at Ipſwich 201. his was nd. - 


ately upon their coming over. In 1687, and 
1682, 1 find the ſum of - 23641. 108. 1d. iſſued 

forth, for the uſe of the French, through his bands 

and in 1683, for the French children at Warez 


443) 188. cd. For their meeting - houſe at Rye, 


I find upon his books theſe following um, 
i babe v was granted to them,” 100]*then © 
T1551. in the next page 7ol. 155. To anſwer 
theſe receipts, the books ſay, Sept. 15. Delivered 


10 Mr. Carbonel, c. in 16 pieces F clotb, 80l. 
Sept. 24. To the deacons of the Savoy, in cloth, 20k 


Oct. 7. To Carbonel, &. in thirty-two pieces © 


e cloth, 1001; 248. The balance is 1 8s: which , 
vu likely) was his own money. Is. 4 


In the year 1682, eee ee 5 
5 the French at Ipſwich, to which himſelf gave 
100l. which was all ſunk in their ſervice, ſaving 
322 G- 28, Gd. e pad u 

oi TT far 


k j F . 
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—ä—ũ4—— — — — — — — 


' Wu, 
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bs yy 
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+ .4 g 7 > 
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of - 8. 
4 35 


oy OO * Ipſwich: 1 n 
ue year Aldo he diſburſed fur them for Scale Gl. 


108, whereof he received only 20l. 10s. There 


have been four briefs granted to the French, one 
by king Charles in 1681 2 ſecond by king 
| Jomes in 2686; another by king James in 1687: 


_ the fourth by king William in 1693. Beſides 


I ſee I bave omitted, b 


was. collected; 451. 108. and: 421. and 45k 92. 
RIG pas Fn re ee 


tors, and ther miniſters, of churches in London, 
POR O29 . 


- 2 wy 1 F : 5 ; 
7 * 1 © a i 
. # 4 * ; & P y 


which en gy dy Went. ” 
rere 
. 
thouſand pounds, which was committed to two | 
bilkops, two knighte, and 8 gentleman z but al- 
moſt th whole diſtribution was left te Mr. Fir- 
Leere eee eee 
but their inſpection. fore 
„ 8 
French proteſtants at Ipſwich, before their bries 


FE | 
De in evra, fre poor ind. 
- about Londem. He was the man that ſolicited the 

| king's letter for making thoſe colleQions. He 
VV 
and biſhop of London's letters to the feveral rec- 
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to Mr. Firmin; and; when the dividend wus 


| bi 4 


— 
_ 4s well of the king as the pariſhes, was oollected, 
and paid into the chamber of London, and was 
tmen to be divided, among the poor of che fever 
pariſhes, by my lords: the biſhop and mayor of 
London, no man could ſo welt proportion their 
enen een This was well known 
to their-fordſhips, who, therefore; ſeldom made 
| any alteration in bis diſtributions. In cheſe mats 
ters, all che church made their applications | 


led, received their warrants from him: for which 
_ purpoſe, the biſhop of London would many times 
intruſt him with blanks, and the lord mar was = 
ways ready to give his hand. "The Whole of 
this charity was ſo conftantly, and fo many years; 
managed by Mr. Firtnin, that, he dying ſome days 
before Chriſtmas laſt,” che king's letter, for the 
eollection, was not given till the 19th of Januiry 
and when the collection was brougkt in om the 
Tenn pariſhes, they were at a lok for me diſtri- 
1 and were ebe e- r 
 Pirmin's pattern. | f | 
_ "There hath been oeonſion,/ in my ltd on, 
to mention the biſhop 6f London, Dr: Henry 
Compton. Toaghtnot'to omit, that Mr. Firmin 
could br cm TT WRUOHE a par 
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rr 
| * — are ſo eminent in his OP und . 


| any thoſe vires, tha T wiſh it were ws eaſy to. 
be like, as it is impoſlible not to eſteem him. x4 
return to Mr. Firmin. 


— 


ee LU has of — 
rch hoſpital in London. It is known 
to every body almoſt, in London, that Mr. Fir- 
min procured a great number, and very cotſi- 
derable donations to this hoſpital; but I cannot 
| ſpecify many particulars, becauſe he kept not ex- 
act accounts of them; but thoſe that have come 
to my knowledge, are remarkable. Give me leave 
to give the reader this account of one of them. 
Tie benourable fir Robert Clayton, having had 
it in his thoughts to make a proviſion for a ma- 
thematical maſter in that hoſpital, became the 
2 propoſer, and (by his intereſt in the then 
lord treaſurer Clifford, and fir Robert Howard) 
the ſucceſsful procurer of the eſtabliſhment-of a 
mathematical ſchool in that hoſpital, for the con- T 
lant breeding of the number of forty boys, ſkilled 
in the Latin, tongue, to a perfect knowledge in | 
_ the art of navigation. The occaſion was this; 


© —_— 


eee, to grant to the boſpital . 
7000], to be paid them by z000l. per annum for 
ſeven years ; upon which the hoſpital Was obliged © 
to maintain the ſaid forty boys, ſucceſſively to be 
fo. educated for ever. Sir Robert Clayton, being 

greatly pleaſed chat he had been an inſtrument in 
0 ſo. charitable and . beneficial a conſtitution, did 
meditate: a.; donation. from himſelf to 
this-hoſpitaly and ſd bo take it inta hig ſpecial 
and beneficence,/ And that which inſtigated, him. 
to theſe thoughts, was, he had laboured! 5 
very grievous ſickneſs, even to deſpair be weed 
very; but it pleaſed the almighty governor that 
he did recover; and Mr. Firmin was very inſtru- 
mental in it, both by his perſonal miniſtry, | 
giving quick notices to phyſicians of ſeveral e. 
toms. -Hereupon ſir Robert adviſed with Mr. 


Firmin about the building and adding a ward for 


©. girls to this hoſpital, as a teſtimoriy.of his grati+ 


tude. to God; and determined that Mr. "wn, 

| ſhould have the management of that affair. 
cordingly he went about it, you. may be ſure, — 
great alacrity and diligence; but at whole charge 
he erected this large building was à ſecret, not 
8 known to any. of. the; whe AR eſq; | 


. fo; onda 
deere 12 err eee N 
— eee eee Abe 
- Former; having che power on their fide, turned | 
FB eee of the eity 
aud of that hoſpital, among whom fir Robert 
{though eminent) was ejected, together -with hiv 
_ Githfub-agent and friend Mr. Firmin, another 
Sereno, as I have fad. Then it was that Mr. 
Pirmin broke ſilence, and upbraided thoſe ex- 
ebe, eg woos depriving the hoſpital of | 
beniefator us che builder of chat ward. 
ee eee Mr. Morris being 
| deceaſed, and having left him the reſidue of his 
vſtate. Mr. Flrmin alſo built a ward for the ſick, 
| to prevent infeRting the healthy and ſound; if the 
-pox; or other contagious diſtemper, ſhould 
baren among the children, as it often doth. 
This ward ceſt 426. 48. beſides 61. 58. for a 
e 'but the gentleman that gave the money 
for both, would not chen be known; and conti- 
nues {ill of the ſame mind. I find, bowever, an 
account iti Mr. Firmin's books of 1,53/I. (the 
ie avavil included) received, and laid out, by 
Mr Firmin: and another account of 7041. rod. 
received; with the names of the perſons who 8 
it, and the uſes for whi mee, In che 


year of our lord 1675, our iend built t 125 
3 eadles, or other officers, of ie he. 
Piel, at bis on charge of which I have a cer- 

ate, under the clerk's hand, in. 3 5 
« At his on proper coſt and charges, Mr. Fir: 
min ſet up a clock and dial, for the uſe f the 
| © hoſpital, at the top of the northrend of the 
6 great hall. The faid Mr. Tum hui: n 

+ ney brick houſes in the town-ditchs. | 
93 on other a th netball e 0 


Aden which” in a wake i 200 

were/ great conveniences to the houfe 

orphans, (ho before fetched up the water Fs 
ufed-on their backs, which agreed not well with 
their ſtrength,) kept the houſe foul, honey, moron 
their clothes. Out of town he built a ſchool, 
with all conveniences to it, for the hoſpital chil- - 
den; this he ſet up at Hertford, where many of _ 
de hoſpital children are boarded : the ſchool-coſt be 
he 138. of which he received, by the charit7 

'E 2 9 


"Fit 


5 to ſupper, at the ſeveral tab 


15 laſt led them to the or 


would put ſomewhat, more or leſs, ab they were 
charitably diſpoſed. A countryman Was very re- 


561, 235 which Hes upon — ing 5 
that appears. He was wont every lord's-day, at 
five in/the even to ſee the orphans of the hoſ· 
13 ang ſervice bs e el elite. ay "© 
"iris by all the boyd After this they fat deen 


ed cben in 


weir matrons enen Tie v viewed 


5 : 


ing, or — as there was Sead rs 
_ "this ſight be invited, one time or other, all his 
friends; whether of the town or country; and at 
ans* box, into which' they 


ble: for having ſeer! the order and method 


| of the boſpiial, when he came home, he made his . 
| Ned and. er n en to the 1. 1 


Wo” 


[+ looking, over the children hppa wel: was | 
|  pudding-pies, he took notice of a pie that ſeemed == 
rot of chie bigreſs; he took it immediately into 


the kitchen, and weighed e ; but it proved 
In eh ot 2 7 7 „ 4 70 Lis, fy : er 
Theſe cares did 3 this active 


N 1 n e he dal a great and good com- 
15 ane. * Was” * of 


A 1 5 e 


5 the poem lber, 


that tendency and nature; . 
he himself diſperſed. When king James com- 
manded the reading his declaration (for toleration 


and indulgence in religion) in the churches 3 
| ä —— wand) 
printed and diſperſed, to convince people of the 
bad deſign of that ſpecious declaration: Mr. Fir- 
min was a principal encourager and promoter of 
thoſe _—_ whieh: eoſt hi —— ih" 


1 Fame wn laps: Koning 
attempt of the prince of Orange, to reſcue this 


ted SM pow, und me idols; af 


, * a 50 : R = = 
ary ee ge orgy and ſince his 


dee been particularly düsen 2 


is highly beneficial to this nation, and as 


cial to our (then) enemy. 2 


i hand, and uſed the moſt: effedtual ty a n 
5 Ne- ee harliamen 
. in that behalf. 
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— in a tavern, ns ene is . 
— himſelf in che head. The agents of 
Mr. Renew and Mr. Fi irmin gave either iis rats.” 
El pn {at intelligence of the French invaſton; 

ener, was to neee 1 1 

Pur and to ans fe eſtabliſhment, Nc | 
he was an enemy to licentiouſneſs. He was, from, 
the firſt, a member of The ſociety for the reforma- = 
tion of manners; he oontributed to it by his ad- 
vice, aſſiſtance, ſolicitations, as much as his lei ure 
from the cares and endeavours {before mentioned 
and exemplified) would: permit him: but his purſe 


as always with them. He had fuch-a zeal againſt ; 
_ needleſs ſwearing, whereby the religion of an'oath- 

grows vile and contemptible, and falſe- ſwearing 
6 becomes-almoſt as common as idle and unne= 

cellary fearing, to the indelible ſeandal of the 
chriſtian nanie, and the great danger (even as far 
2s lie and eſtate) of particular perſons: I ſay his 

A2 ̃cðal againſt common needl 
form ſoe ver, was ſo great, that in coffee -houſes, 
or other places, where-e overheard. ſuch en 
1 ing be would PN 


eſg ſwearing, in what- | 


TE) 


| {appointed by law) for the uſe of the por z l 
tat, in companies where he was frequent, an 
oath was ſeldom heard. But he raiſed the for- 


feiture according to the quality of the perſon t 
a nobleman, or other perſon of diſtinction, or a 


clergyman, ſworz they came not off at che a 
nary forfeiture, appointed in the law, it was dou- 
| bled or trebled upon them; eſpecially if any ſuch 
were very common ſwearers, or their oaths a 

profane or impious; ſort. If any perſon. | 
to pay the forfeiture required; our friend would 


tell them, the forfeiture was to the poor, whoſe: 


collector and ſteward he was: if ſtill they r 


— pay, their puniſhment (he told them) was, to . 


be ſet down, by him, in the liſt of his incor- 
rigibli fwearers;/ and that, for the future, he 
would not own them as his acquaintance, or ſpeak 
to them as ſuch. Divers noble perſons would not 
endure this laſt; but would immediately conde- 
ſcend to pay the forfeiture, or promiſe payment, 
which he ſeldom remitted; particularly if they, 
_ were often in that fault. As for himſelf, I never 

heard an oath from him in forty-four years (almoſt 
daily) converſation with him; though his temper: | 


was naturally quick and warm, and he had often 
great provocations to anger, one of the principal 
cauſes of raſn and intemperate ſwearing. 
But let us return to Mr. Firmin's charities. 
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Tuerafore, on many poſt-days, ſeveral hundred 
letters came to his hand, for along: time: and 
many of the collected ſums were ſent to him, and 
by him paid into the chamber of London: the 
money given by the king and queen was wholly, 
in a manner, ſolicited and received by him. The 


Inh nobility, 1 ao; and enen 


qualities, and both ſexes, who fled into England 
from the perſecution and proſeriptions of king 


James,” A brief was granted to them, of which 
« Mr in was one of the commiſſioners; but, 


calleftors of eee in England, were to 
give account, by letter, to Mr. Firmin, what ſums 
they had eollected, and paid to the archdeacons. 


munbers and neceſſities of theſe refugees required 


15 morning to night, 9 eee 8 


Finnin vas tne moſt mund 


diſtributed as aforeſaid, I am aſſured our friend 
t ſolicited, and gave many private ſums to parti- 


— brief: en ann to — 


Was ofiey-ſlxcthouſand fue . — 8 


ſeven ſhillings, and ſixpence; The diſtribution 
of the os een by 
a certain number of the commiſſioners; bi 


But, beſides the ſums paid into the chamber, and 


WW 


— 


miniſters, churehwardens, and 


(5) 
.ommon ftock, or whoſe necelis 
ties required more than (without giving offence} 
could be allowed out of it. When by the mercy 
of Goc ; and the magnanimity of the king, Ireland 
ed, and the proteſtants might now return 


to their houſes, employs, and eſtates, Mr. Firmin - 


doubled his induſtry and diligence to furniſh them 
| for their journey; becauſe thereby he not only 
ferved them, but caſed” the nation, eſpe 

T (that is, is, the charitable) part of it. He 


obtained grear furs for this purpoſe fir Thomas 


ok (te hom 1 think it a debt to name him) 
gave fifteen hundred pounds to this ſervice, ap- 
prehending it a charity to England, as well as to 
the poor ſufferers. See here a letter from the 
daten beverend Gelarebbibap SAT WK, und fe 
others; all of them, l think, bios o that ing * 
e. ebene 36s r 1 
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Bxive weeaſiohaj met” 8 4 - Dublin, 


on a publie account; and often diſcourſing of the 


great relief, which the;proteſtants of this king 
dom found among their brethren in England, in 


the time of out late miſeries; we cannot treat the 


ſubject without as frequent mention of your name, 
a on Ry * devoted . to 


* 2 that 


lly the 


ef '> * 
1418 at 
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— SIE intros en —o__—— 


——— — noone Ay 


e henevolences. fn ene 
— the Farnell of your reward in che 
Peace of your minds; which, we pray God to fill | 
wid. com an deer id bv gre 
making his grace 49-abqund in the 
abounded in their charity to others. A we . 
rene 


yourſelf in -particailas, to receive this acknow- 
| | Indigent, jones e to our brethren, om 


" 


P ads Have Nr 
theſe memoirs, edu eee eee | 


rence to them, as for the ſake of. Mr. Firm 
In April, 1693; Mr. Firmin entered upon pan 
(of the care of awehioy —— St. Tho- 


mas, in Southwark; a ee intended for the 


relief of at ere of lame, d, or ſick 


eve f he pycs ud bes, e. 


tract of time raiſed ſo high, that the patients lay 


as it were in à cellar, without the benefit of alt 
or good ſcent, but cloſe and noiſome: and hỹe 


8 roof and walls ſo out of repair, that the poor pa- 


tients oft- times could not lie dry in their beds. 


| He ſaw the greater part of it muſt be rebuilt, it 


could not be repaired; aud that the "rebuilding | 


could not be delayed without great danger and 


the workmen's pulling it down, by falling of it- 
ſelf: therefore, knowing well his friend Mr. Fir- 


n, Mo wn FO in works of he 


— ee; — td 3 5 


Ves ef It, le Ech notice War iw Wer gu 
to ruin, the ground about the lodgings in x long 


e to the place, whereof ſome part prevented 
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. pital would £0 w_ 2 9 — eee 
or repaire, and beſides. could not be well ſpared 
mom the of the wounde and ſiek 3 in Joly 

| 10 e three round boxes, in each 6f them a 

; „ ee al; fu ene 

| the; third. for twenty-five or twenty pounds 4 | 

ſeriptions. The preſident was pleaſed. to ſubſcribe li 

/ three hundred pounds, and other governors were 

| liberal 3 ſo were divers merchants, and other rich 
10] ſubſcription was nt mach 
{ the greatelt part elke ae e parc 
WH ſubſcribed, though Mr. Firmin had not been the 
| 4 ſolicitor for it; yet I reckon, and am ſupported 
in my computation by knowing and equalgudgey 

that; the ſubſcription. was greater by. a thou 

pounds, than it would have been if Mr, L <del 

| had not been concerned in procuring and im- | 
proviag the ſubſcriptions. A proſpect of the 

charge being taken, and ſome money (near four 
thouſand. pounds) toward. it procured ; materials 
muſt alſo be provided; and workmen conſulted 
ws | and agreed. with. Mr. Firmin was conſtant in 

| che con mittee appointed for that matter. I took 
that the ann made their moſt 
a. ba frequent 


— 


chuch of that 


Ly 
i FOR an as ada oats 


Peguent ; 
F Several of the | 


wards for the patients are how finiſhed ; beſides 3 


ſpacious hall, ſupnartad by pillars which make a 
very handſome piaraa. It troubled the governors 


very much, that 


they were obliged to rebut the _ 
parith, which wauld coft ſome 
thouſamls of pounds, chat eould:not-be taken aut 
_ of the #xvenye. of the hoſpital, without great pre- 
 Judice to the houſe and patients, It happened 
that the parliament were then about ſettling u tax 
for ai Se- church, in London; fo the 


minſter-abbey churches ſhould have any ſuch pro- 


Viſion allowed to hem. Mr. Firmin heroupon | 

. came home, not a little heavy: but he, and ano- 
ther of the governors, put into writing: (that very 

Want), ſome reeſons, why St. Thomas's chor I 


n oth chu \-. They x d 


as's hoſpital petitioned the 

: houſe gf commons tp haye ſome ſbareAn-that tax | 
toward the cebuilding their church: but becauſe 
many other pariſhes prayed the like afiſtance at 
the fame time, the houſe, upon a debate in a grand 
committee, reſolved, that only St. Paul's and Weſt- 


fork Ds | m_ 
the gext aporaings | Vir Firmin and his aſlciate 
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what church. The effe& was, that the houſe took 
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* did not grant er, towards 2 5 ü 


„and allowed 
to the ho 1050 for the uſe 
ne deſtred: on which our friend came home with 7 
more pleaſute and ſatisfaction, nog Fan Oe of 
"that value had fallen to hielt. 
Among his other charities; NEO not un 
- mindful of thoſe” that ſuffered by fire, but would 
immediately apply himſelf to them for their pre- 
bent relief: aſterw-ards, he affiſted them in ſoli- 
eiting their briefs, and in managing their briets- - 
(hen ob ned) to the beſt advantage. He often 
dlent money to honeſt perſons, to anſwer ſudden 
Emergencies or diſtreſſes; but he loſt-fo' much 
mis way, that he was forced, at laſt, reſolutely - 
to forbear N but, inſtead of lending, he 
would many ene wee n of WARE wy | 


0 


dleſired to borrow. e gy 


ne put very many Ws th Hbpreads cathy and 
contributed to the ſetting them up, if they had ſerved 


their apprenticeſhips faithfully and diligently. He 7 


has told me, that the elergy of London, and other 
| dignified — the eee. olten enabled him 1 


boys out with: the ey of Cork of the Mader 
3 Who- wu | ſidered this (he thought) as a 
8 charity that extends to — whole 


VVV 
he, and might de _ — many charitic 
Wy to comm. En e e 
It deſerves, in my ent to 50 atk 
1 his charities, that when (ſome two or 
three years. ſince) there was a great ſcarcity of 
current coin, all the money in ae being 
either clipped, or debaſed by mixture of coarſe 
metals, he leſſened — by laying down 
his coach, that he might be the more able to con- 
tinue his former charities; e. time when they 


nor more-needfal-thaniever.*- 2 Sia 


I have now accounted for pee rg a 
yours and performances of Mr. Firmin's life: 


the particulars, to each general head, were too 


numerous to be reckoned up, without tiring the 
reader, if not alſo the writer. We have there- 
fore taken only a ſhort view of a perſon, of 
middle extraction, and ſlender beginnings, WhO 


raiſed himſelf to the honour of a very great num- 


ber of | illuſtrious friendſhips, and to an affluenes 
1 worldly wealth, which, when he had at- 
tained, by induſtry, integrity, and worth, Ike o 
faviour, he went about doing good. Nay, Uke the 


lame ſaviour, he becanie poor, that, through hit | 
poverty, others might be rich. A perſon, who, in 


reſpect of his endeavours in all kinds of charity, 
may deſervedly be called the father of the poor 3 
in 2 of the Iriſhi and French refugees, the 

almoner of — The divine hand * 99 


LE 


- * ö 


vs e eee eee famous mideſhit 


| man, in the eternal word, but only the actions 
df charity, or of juſtice and piety. The con- 
ſeſſor doth not ſeem to have been impertinent in 


dec him to do mich 
_ the objeds mee ber ie, ang: pr. „* 
me doing. He did it with ſo much dingenee and 


dur faviour, My meat is ts dd thr will of him that 


Int the; au to finiſh his works j l. e. eee 


that he hath commanded. (John iv. 34.) 


de in his n hours, . 


1 rum e, eee ne een eee Sg 


to à pobr man, in his diftreſs, for God's fake, 


battle? The marſhal confeſſed he ſhould now 


the queſtion; for, in our ſerious laſt houts, WW 


mall all be fenfible, and forward to confeſs, | that 
| we were wiſe only in that part of out life that 
was laid out in the duties either of humanity to 
men, or piety. to God, The Craſſi and Crceſt, 
de Hannibals and Luxemburghs, the moſt con- | 
ſpicuous for wealth, or military glory, how gladly 


would they riow give all that tinſel, for ſome part 
of our Firmin's ſweat and drudgeries for the poor, 


and for the deſerving ? Is it for want of faith, or 


"TV TH, „„ 
— the acts of the Alexanders, the halte 
and other falſe heroes, than of perſons that have 
been exemplary for juſtice, beneficence, or devo- 
tion; and are now triumphant in heaven, on the 
account of thoſe ſervices to God, and to men? 
But ſo it is, either becauſe we are not chriſtians, 
or becauſe we are frolt; we are (commonly 
ſpeaking) better "owe: n Win mays os ee 
chan of heaven. 5 . 
I have read ewe, tous ſo wad Knigh that 
I forget the author's name; and the ſubject of his 
book,) that the puniſhment of Judas, who be- 
trayed our ſaviour, is, that he ſtands on the ſur» 
face of a ſwelling'dreadful ſea, with his feet ſomes 
what below the water, as if he were about to 
link. The writer ſaith, beſides his continual hor- 
#or and fear of going to the bottom, a moſt ter- 
rible tempeſt of hail and wind always beats on 
the traitor's naked body and head: he ſuffers by 
much by cold, and the ſmart ef the impetuous 
hail, as it is poſſible to imagine he could ſuffer 
by the fire of purgatory, or of hell. But, faith 
my author further, in this ſo great diſtreſs, . 
has one ung tpast comlort and mne. for To 


him, and eee above hm wee i Grotched. 


„ * 55 Cw ics, 
| ee e yon Gp y 
the ſhelter of this ſheet... „ 
uch a protection to him, that it defends him from 
mme one half of his puniſnment. Bot by what 
re 
= pe eee Our author anſwers, be gave | 
—_ 3 ſt che fame quantity of linen cloth to a certain 
i poor family, for ſhirting. It had been impoſſible = 


tg held. hos fd 2contait | . 
1 PV : 
ae det it may excuſe even Judas from | 
|  lome; part of his puniſhment. -I can hardly afford 
N 0 alk the reader's pardon for this tale; 1 inciive 
to think, that divers others may be as well pleaſed 
( 


| mwiththe wit of it, and the moral implied in it, 
lese been, who remember it after above forty 
i 10 — anabing gs the: 
| . author, or argument of the book. 
| ; dene once more © our dar Fou, o take 
RU 0d his (otherwiſe) bes? and. ken eonſti 
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E languid: be would den Re 
1 _ 


= Ine ; + ſeized his ſpirits, 
with a chilineſs. and ſhivering, and hen 


| tains, eee 


wot having eng — 


Mme 


ee eee 


— in hie lin, ht high 5 


granted to r 
5 — a e no fo long by 4 
clock December 20, about ö 
Duiag * 
* 2 eee he was viſited by "y 
friend, the biſhop of Glouceſter. What 


had for many 
eee le e 1 


. FW 


5 — 8 
Mr. F cee 
_ ren be was nou going and 'T 
lere bfe. e bao ed, — uf, in — | 
of cy hog eee 5 9 


ane — in you; 1 doubt. net; theſe works 
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dgße mer of ſbemz but rely vn ibo influith guudueſt 
Cad, and the merits of aur ſaviour. Here be 
 wnſwered; I do ſo: and I ſay, in the words of my | 
| Faviour,-When L have done all, I am but an un- 
proſitable ſetvant. Hie was in Juch an agony of 


© » body, fur want f breath, that I did nat think fit 


1 8 e 2 


$ add2»Me. Firmin 1 was of a low er . well _ 


g pal more to him, but only 4 _ oo — 


amen ef bie, — Pa Ih «ag 45s 62] 


t is uſual to conclude Lives att 11 
f ny. both. as to their bodies, and the 


ir minds: therefore I muſt further 


+ _ no rn AGE * ae = — "iN 


and dignity, Walking or fitting he appeared more 


- otnely. than ſtanding ſtill; for areas Ren 


| b ie bee 2 a 


WEAR: his mindentayhe beſt judged of — 


_ 


* 


= dave given of, his life. It appears, he was quick 


of apprehenſion, and diſpatch, and yet almoſt in · 


defatigably induſtrious ;: propetties chat very rarely 
meet in the lame, tan. He was, beſides, inqui- 


Wu: 8 z ee be bad ih 


5 
" &%%*® 
* 2 
7 * 3» + 
s : 
* * 


v 


7 


5 5 30 
| . nowhdes - 
wich little labour; but he was utterly againſt ab- Se: 
tilties in religion. He could not diſſemble; oft 


| the contrary, you might cuſity perectwe his love 


or anger, his liking of dinike: 1 have Bought, in 
both theſs reſets; he was rather toy oper; but 


bon are Ws ede of SHEWICY;/ ad Wen 


of an honeſt mind. He never affected proudly 


the reſpetts of others, whether above or below 
| kin: with which 1 Was the Vetter faticfied, be- 
_ cauſe it follows, that his charittes proceeded hot 
from any affeftatior of honour, or glory, among 
mien; but front the love of God; and his Hilited = 
brother. He was facetious enough; but Without 


aﬀeing it; for he valued (what indeed” nirttſel 


2 little prone te anger, but never exeeſſive im it, 
either 25 to meuſure ot time: which affections, 


- and miſchiefs, to perſons who are governed by thofe 


fo that ſeldom any broke friendſhip with him. 


excelled in) judgment, rather thatt wit. He was 
neither preſuming nor overibold, nor yet timorous; 


pamens. If the mind is turbulent by ſtrong pate” | 
| fins of any ſort, the life is ſeldom ferene ant 


calm, but vexed with great griefs and miftdver- a 
ture. His manner of converſing was agreeable; 


| whether yon fay of the body or mind, occahors | 
great uneaſineſs, and ſometinies great 'calamities 


Being well aſſured in himſelf of his own integrity, _ 
he could even unconcernedly hear that this or 


Y 100 
ee When 1 ted him e 


that infamous ſtory of. the impudent Coffee- lang 
which had been broached fix or ſeven years be- 
_fores had he not been over-perſuaded, be would 
not haue taken any notice of, hi im: yet was more 
- * concerned; at Mr. B. 's printing ity than at. the 
other fellow's. inventing. it; not from the leaſt 
nf iouſneſs . guilt. but chat he ſhould be * 


Who too raſbly, took up- the ſtory againſt him. 
Wwbich ſneus what. ſtrange things jb dans | 
under pretence.of a zeal. for religion. Wor 
Pot 4 My es Clayton has ſo great ad for his 

memory, that ſhe has (with the concurrence. of 
fir Robert), ſince his death, erected a __ 
128 monument in th Ir garden, - at Marden, in Surry, 
in a walk there, called Mr. Firmin's walks by 
5 reaſon. of his contrivance and activity in it. This 
| monument is a, macble pillar, out eight feet 
high, with an urn, and flowers growing out of 
the. top of it, with this motto, Hloreſcit funere 
virtus : an emblem, you may conceive, of death 
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711 af * 5 
* Nen e ever Paſſed" the "fro eral periods-. 


17 5 more Trreproachably, or performed the common. 
duties of ſociety with greater. 1 ncerity and appro- | 
; bation.. "Though . it appears, by hrs Public ſpirit, 
that he thought himſelf born rather, for the benefit, 
5; of others, than his own private advantage: 3 het the , 
ſatisfattion 57 doing good, and the univerſal een 
of honeſt. men, made him the happief perſon in the | 
world. But his charity ( which was not confined 
to any. nation, Sa, or pariy 1). is moſt. worthy thy 


imitation, at leaft in fome degree, 0 reader. He 
Was as liberal of. his Own, 45 faithful in di ri 


buting. the pious donations, Va others whom he furs 


| ceſs fully perſuaded, to rei ve the diſtreſſed, parti- 
cularly , the laborious poor; far. of vagrant,, idle, 


and inſolent beggars, be. was no advacate, nor en-, | 
courager.. His agreeable temper rendering. bim an 


ext gordina: ry. lover. of gardens, be contrived this 


walk, which bears his name, and where. tas. im 
| proving converſation and example are. ill remem- 2 
bered. B ut {ſince | heaven has better diſpaſed af hims,. 
"this pillar is erefted to charity - and Friendfbip: by, 
| fir Robert Clayton, and Martha bis lady, wha firſt 


builded and planted i in Marden. 
Born at Ipſus ich, in Suffolk. 
Buried i in Chriſt- church hoſpital, London. 
8 . ee 
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33 ad 5 
ſome account af Mr, Firmio's life and death: I 
hope the well-minged reader will find much in it, 

chat may both confirm und ſtrengthen him in the 
© beſt ways, eſpecially in humagity and charity. He 

tay (ce here, how much beneficence a good man, 
of but indifferent eſtate, is capable of exerciſing, 
— by means of acquaintance and converſation with 
en friends, whom he may excite, by his 


B example and ſolicitations, to be highly uſeful in 
© theif generation ; and thereby be himſar incom- 
perabiy more uſeful, than otherwiſe he could be. 

But if I am lefs ſucceſsful in that part of my de- 

 fign, than 1 wiſh to be; yet I have much eaſed my 

don mind, by paying ſome part of the debt that I 

owe to the memory of our friend, Thereſt I ſhall be 

Aways paying; by a grateful and mournful ſenſe 


ere ee ewe ee him, 


"Tins as now deceaſed. Þ 
I cannot better conchude theſe ſhort- memoirs, 
dan in the words of a letter, written to the author 
ol the enſuing ſermon, by a perſon of pu worth ; D : 
and who, from the time that the becan 
enabled Mr. Firmin to do many of thoſe great 
 forvices to the public, the deſerving, and the por, 
| aig was fo EY e. 5 


5 - 
. 


. Sir, 


— 


+ u Mr. Thomas Firming that —————— ; 
_ « dinary affeRions," and abilities, for the great. | 
works of charity and piety. May it pleaſe "the 

divine providence to raiſe up to us adequate ſuc- 
& ceſſors. In the mean fime, what an abate- 
| — was an nd 5 


He had hn abe hi his s deſire and bulled in | 

_ Chriſt-church-hoſpital, when dead, the care of 
- which had been ſo much upon his heart while liv- 
ing. /In compliance with which defire, his rela- 
tives have interred him in the cloyſters there, and 
placed, in the wall adjoining, a marble to his mes. | 
She with is IRE viz.” a 


Under that one, near ehis places herb the body | 
of Thomas Fi irmin, late Citizen of London, @ go- 
ver nor of this and Jaint Thomas's hoſpital; who, 
b the grace of God, 1085 created iu Chri/ft Feſus = 
8 goed works, qwherein he was indefatigably indufiri- 
ont, and ſueceſi Fully provoked many others thereto; 
| becoming alſ their almaner, uiſiting and religuing 

the poor at their houſes 3 and in priſons, guhence 


[2 


Tx 
| alſo be redeemed. many. He fet many hundreds of 
| 4 at 2 te, the expending of great W f 


| 
f 
; 
[ 


—— — ear rr 


heſpital weekly ere ee 8 eee The re- 
is  fugees from France and from Ireland, have 1. 
 * Taken largely the effedts of. bis charity, pains, and 
-— earneſt ſolicitations for them, He was wonder- 
fully zealaus in every goud wert, beyond the exam- 
bie of an in our age. Thus ſbetuad he his faith 
S bis works, and cannot reaſonably be reproached 
for that-wobich. Arought forth ſuch plenty. _ 
= He lied December 3 Kits 2697, « and in the be 
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wien or THESE THREE, THINKRST nov, 
WAS NEIGHBOUR TO HIM THAT FELL 
| AMONG THE THIBVES?. HB, ANSWERED, HR. 
rar SHEWED MERCY ON HI. TAN 
SAID JESUS, oo, AND, Do THOU LIKEWISE. 
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by ovation eee was, which is the great, or 
chief, commandment of God's law? It is an in- 
quiry not altogether needleſs, for it happens ſome- 
times, that there is a claſh, as they ſpeak, of laws; 
if you will keep one law, you muſt break another. 
For inſtance, one law ſaid; Remember the ſabbath? 
day, to keep it holy; in it thou ſhalt do no manner 
of 1work, thou, or thy ſon, or daughter. But the 
law: at Gen. xvii. 12. * He that is eight das 
eld ſball be circumciſed. And the law at Numburs 
xxviii: 3, 9. This is the offering to be made by fires» 
| —#100 lambs without ſpot, day by day, the one in 
morning, the other in the evening : but on the ſab- 
bath t. tiv lambs. Every one ſees theſe laws would 
| 8 „ 8 


- $ F þ * 


. n | 
| other muſt be neglected. If your child happen to be 
tight days li on the fabbath- day, either you violate 
the ſabbath by As 6 ts out of 
_ moths by of fa | | 


Burn ne Jaw of the 
fourth commandment requires, by doing therein 


| 10 manner of work; you could not rr | 


about the burnt-offering or ſacrifice, that was to 
be rt temple of God twice every day: 

tio maile to 4 Ill their Mine drawn = 
off, — Gate bodies burnt on the altar, ory: 
morning, and every evening. It is in conſidera- 
tion of this that our ſaviour ſays, (Marth. xii. 5.5 | 
Huus e not read, how, on the ſabbath days, the 
 Mieftsds profane'the ſabbath, and yet are blame- 

teſs?” His meaning is, though the prieſts do 
break the law of the fabbath, which ſaith, Thou 
fhalt d u migunir of work on the ſabbaths ; yet 
they are blameleſs herein, becauſe at the fame time 
they obe another law, which. ſaith, They ? 
er Il. aſ puinted ſacrifices every morning and 


evening.” A great number of ſuch like caſes hap-- 


caſes, wherein, by obſerving” | 
Id not avoid to omit ano— 


ere FF 
„ eee er ee 


— 


: great authorttv 
* 4 * > had y * N 
8 I 689 11 8 4 L 8 
lous of OY or dir * 51 


the ſabbath; or fourth command is in- 
cipal of all the divine laws; For eo reg, is 


is "Sat: law, or appointment, by. 


"that law which was firſt given by God; no ſooner- 


nad he made the world, than he bleſſed and ſanctiſied 


the ſeventh day. (Gen. ii, 2.) God ended the wor 


_ which he had made, and reſted en the ſeventh dar z ; 


therefore he bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſandiflied* 
it. But other learned men of that nation denied 


that the ſabbath-is the chief eommandment; gi 
ing this reaſon: becauſe it muſt give place d dhe 
' wor#of circumciſion, and to the work of ſacrificing; 
A child whois eight days old muſt be citeumeiſedʒ 


Hain, and offered even on the ſabbaths. Thi 
n * is the great law of 


thought his eighth day ſhall-happen on the ſabbath; - 
and the morning and evening ſacrifice muſt be- | 


4, and-kept-up ; and that both as to he 15 
i and the practiee of duty. And it was 


1 ö . : 


— _— pagan or heathen as is plainly 8 
. . fome of choir: divines thought that de 
; —— not to morthip Gody-feeri= = 
ſteing being the only worſhip then 8 
And their ſacrifices were the expiations, or atone- 
3% ments, for their ſins, . ordained. and accepted. by 0, 
SGod. 80 that, not . to: ſacrifice, was to ſtand 
| guilty; before God, of all their ſins. They were 
liable to his | judgments, on account of their 
ſins, till the atonement. wa We en 
ſoscriſice. n 1 eee 60046 | 
| © Theſe were their opinions, and the: n 
reaſons of them. The jew, in our text, either 
not well ſatisfied with any of theſe anſwers; or, 
it may be, ſa well perſuaded. of one of them, 
that he imagined nothing eauld be ſaid againſt it; 
put the queſtion to our ſaviour; Maier, ſays he, 
| T,9pould know which of all the commandments is 
the chief ?\ To this our ſaviour immediately an- 
commandment, thou ſhalt find it at Deut. vi. 4, 5. 
and thon ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy . 
| 97 ——— 2 As who ſhould fay,. 
7 the 


arefolh thi e fit and that we W 
With all our might, or Hul. 1 haue told thee, 
en rg, ber e e is the * mad | 


| Thou haſt it at Lev. Aix. 18. ir en 1 75 
 peighbour. as: thyſelf. '. The - jewiſh doctor was” 
amazed at this anſwer by our ſaviour. He granted 
preſently, that it was true and certain in both; © 
parts of it. It is true, ſays he, that there is/one+ 
God, and none other but he; and to love hin. | 
weich all the foul and ſtrength, and one's neigh= | | 
bour as-ane's ſelf x. this is more and better than 1 
all facrifices, the whieh . 
| be the chief mne em: 7 Jet - 


and which is the next to it: but whereas we - 
out thy neighboi 4 
Who is my neighbour, whom T am to love (faith 
the commandinent)- as myſelf? Are my neigh. 
bours thoſe of the vicinage, the next dwellers to 
me? or are bey my whole town? or all thoſe of 
ſar ountry with me; even all jews? * 


de of dean e. hat n. etnies 


Sn . * 5 my 


| e r $4 
even his clothes; and having wounded him dan- 
_  getouſly; left him for dead. "Shortly comes that 
172 way # levite, and, but little Ader him, a prieft; | 
85 both _ bn a / naked. body, covered with | 
j ini time, the wounded man lay as deady und, 
/ Thi fitbirituia, you know; woof anther nation; 
ant ions — from us jaws for all that 
ane he. m Aavigited 4 might be 
Life fil left in him: and therefore, firſt covering 
lm with a part of his own garments, he began 
to elennſe and dreſs his wounds. Upon this, the 
5 1 1 ounded man re- 


geo forward, calls for the landlord; or hoſt. Friend, 
fays he, T know not this man; but you know me: 
therefore, take care of him in all reſpects, his 

eee 1 mug 3 em n 


| { ® ) 
take theſe two denarii in way of earneſt 
theſe witneſſes. Now, ſays our. aviour, than that 


 alkeſh, Who, is my neighbour ? let me ſee whether 
' thou canſt not anſwer it of thyſelf? Was it the 1 
levite,. or the prieſt, or was it the ſamaritan, that 
8 


deſerved to be accounted and called the neighbo 
The, jew. was again overcome, and therefore re : 


5 plies, in the words of our preſent text: He was - 


the neighbour. that Jhewed mercy... Was. he ſa? 


fays. our. faviour again: = Then go, and 4. than 


(welas) in lile manner; do. ſos do as. thou h 
ſaid. My meani 1 him to be thy 


ncighbour,. whom. thou haſt but nom confeſſed. 


to be, in truth, the neighbour; even the man 


who⁰ is a doer of good. Though he ſhould, be, 
or ſhe be, a ſamaritan, of a foreign nation, of A 


falſe religion; yet, if he, is a lover of men, one 
at does good to others, account him thy * 


our, was very contrary to the h r and, py 


tice of. thoſe times: for both the jews and, he 


ſamaritans not only did not account of one a 
as neighbours, cho | 
ſelves, but * even hated and perſecuted e 


other. The: jew would have no dealings with 


the famaritans z and the ſamaritan would not reh 


ceive, or ſell, even neceſſary n to the j Jews. 


John iv. %) Then, aid: the u 


l 


* 


bour, whom thou art to love as thyſelf... n a 2 
This determination, or concluſion, by, our an 


they ſhould love as, t beg 89 


1 . * 3 
3 "IN r r, that t thy W if ler of | 
aun who an ef Samaria? For the jews hau us 
- dealings with the ſamaritans. Again, {Luke ix. 
82. Y Feſus ſent meſſengers befare him, who cams 
1850 a village of | the ſamaritans; hut they did not 
_ © reteiuebim, becalſe bis face 'was 'as though he 
"Would go to Jeruſalem; that is, The faces of Jefus 
and his company being toward Jeruſalem, there- 
fore AA tt ky ti inns Bp ck would - 
1 their inns. 80 much can a 


| en de ed Gr cn 


| been already ine) — ng The 
| | owned only the firſt five books of holy | 
ſeript re, namely, the books written by Moſes.” 
As to the prophets, the books of Solomon, the 
boy pfalms ef David, Job, the books of Kings and 

-- Chronicles, Nehemiah, Ezra, Ruth, Eſther : theſe 
- 2 received not as divine books. There is no 
doubt chat, in theſe matters, the ſamaritans were 
r and were in the wrong; * had 
þ — — ontroverted 


5 > * 


(%) 


— even abont the objo@t of 


worſhip, GOD. Their notions. or apprehenſions 
of God: ſeem. to have been confuſed and uncertain. 
They are the words of our ſaviour, (John iv. a.) 
Ye. (ye ſamaritans) now not what yr worſhip's 
_ we (we jews) know: what we worſhip, The error, 


fuling divers books, belonging to che ald Teſta» 
ment; but their cor — or 8 con- 


| „„ ae ee 
ve know nat God: fame. knowledge ye have of 


him, but ye know him not rightly: it is an ob- 
| | n Farr hoon tant) e 


ſeure, £ 
miſtaken knowledge that ye have of him. 


1 * 


Of this nation, and of this religion, was the | 
perſon whom our text ſo much commend: 


is he of whom our ſaviour ſays here, eee 
true neighbour; the perſon whom che law of 15 


EO God intends when. it ſays,” Tho Bult lve thy 
naighbour as thyſelf. He was not a jew; that is, 


nen ee of «Dad e 


| owned but a (mall part of holy ſeripture, diſown- 
ing the far greater part of the divine word. His 


nn of God, - 


and uncertain, and confuſed, 


; Sow * 3 himſelf pronounces, the men of 
tat religion know not God. But, with all theſe 
— * e he was a doer of good, a lover of men; 


* 


A . 1 | | adorned 


n, of the ſamaritans, conſiſted nat only in re- 


1 1 
\\ * 


is that perſon 


not exvried. away by he: nne, 0 
ple, whether of the ſamaritans or jews, 00 


5 ba. others merely for their religion; open 
handed and wel- affected to men, as men. Such 
; a one, ſays our avi 
counted a neighbour; he belongs to that charge 
N e ag This Pale love thy's RB ice 


dee aha law: ety nde hae . 
Claim to it, as a mai of à far countfy; and =" 
ther religion; the good man, the doer '6f — 1 


r in this text, is to be ac 


t, mute ies W 


+ 


10 only can een a 


5 right, to be loved as oürſelbes 3. 


Give appt to make theſe few ſhort remarks 


hereupon. : ! GÞ TLC 34, e n * 


„ 1. Our * bleſſed favii here be 


. T4 Y WP 4 Te wx $1 


nav before the levite ins the ries; the 


re the man of right faith,” or 


neee The reaſon is, a man's faith, his 


right ſect or way of religion, why, it is a deſirable 


thing, a valuable felieity; but it does good to no- 
body, but the perſon himſelf. If I hold the true 


 xeligion in all: relpects, ſo as not to miſtake fo 


is my neighbour; the better for my great and exact 
knowledge and kill? - But if, like the ſamaritan 
in this . 1 am — a-doer of good 


as 


* 


; 4 + 


open: handed; or, if L cannot do ſo, yet». opens 


hearted; a great many others, one time or other, 
ſhall be the better for, this. We cannot reaſo- 


ably. wonder that God eſteems a virtue which is, 
to many, before a right faith, or true know- | 


ledge, which are;not a common ani gragra, good, 


as. the doing. of gone . „„ ip nay tat 


as know well there are 8 Fog, ien 
a haue no geliſu for ſuch, diſcourſes as theſe?” 
| They reckon, 


ether men's help. But ſo alſo all thoſe have 
5 t, who, have moſt needed ſhe aſſiſtance of 


- 4 


others; thoſe, for inſtance, who have become the 6 
ſubjects of briefs, letters. of recomn 


Other forms of begging. All theſe, g N of 
dee 


EF bps 2 


& haſt made my mountain to ſtand ſtrong.” 


me, ſon of this world ;. Mayeſt not thou, like the 8 
man of this text, fall among thieves ? May not 


they, (the thieyes,) rob thee, wound thee, and leave 


thee, for dead? ? Certainly'this may wy harpea ib you 5 


2 and ſo may a hundred other, as ted, un; 
looked for accidents; ſo that were there, pol 
ritags,. none that cared at any time for. any) hut 
themſelves, the uncertain, wagld.we. — my 
= a. Fee dee ee e 4 


- 


W 


— 
TE 


ea 


hey have no need of any body, 
ancd that they, are cunning enough never to lack 


ir day of proſperity, I ſhall 5 
<. never he moved: thou, Lord, of thy goodneſs, 


a fk. in hey mm Dl Dy 0 . 


- 


Wile eva mcg rhdeveny EN rob us, und tht | 
aAmoſt quite ſtrip us, if alſo they do not wound us. 
Noe ſeldom, the times are thieves to ue ether. 
4. ebe, — A een 


. ä — and 


1 W nee 


$6" ae 40 Ge Get Wee e, 
thieves'do reduce men; they mate che rich to be 
Poor in the midſt ef che greateſt abundance and 
 pleniey: bo that certainly it were to be withed chere 
wes  famarirans, more antenne, 
5 ha e notice; tt indeed in 
every one's phwer to do as this ſamiaritan; to re- 
nere dhe poor or diſtreſſed in their wants,” or to 


eellent endeavours. But though few of us Have 
the ſamiaritzn's purſe, all may and ſhould have His 
ſpirit. We can all of us countenarice and be of | 
1 ey pufoagring-3 ceo prom : 


- encourage the worthy and deferving in their ex- 


ment of God but all perſons may earn the recome - 
penge that belo ongs. to it; for all of, us can perm. 
form it, either, j in a, or by. approving, applaud- | 
ing, an and, favouring it. 1 make the deed. of this. 
ſamaritan, nay, all che beſt deeds of all other pub, 
lie- ſpirited, well- diſpoſed men, to. be. mine; 3 ib. 
wanting their wealth, or their opportunities, 1 
efteem their, berſons for. their actions, the men r for. 
_ what. they do, 0 or. have done. As, on the contrary 
but too many do make the luſt, debaucherics, and 
other vies, of their friends, or ſtrangers, to 8 
5 their own; z in that they love or eſtcem the perſo 8 
on thoſe very accounts. . Vou ſhall, hear them, 
telling with. great, pleaſure, with many approving, 82 tÞ 
imiles, the wicked or lewd deeds of ſome others; 8 | 
: eſpecially, when, the. wickedneſs has A, mixture 
| either of wit, or ſeeming bravery and courage. 
The firſt begiunings © of excellent virtue, of what. 
ſoeyer kind, are (uſually) in, our approbation of ; 
| thoſe kind of, actions: : when, we. have. uſed ſome, 
| time to make them ours by our good-liking and 
5 eſteem of. them, we grow ſuch ourſelves, before, - 1 
we are well aware of it; I mean, grow ſuch in | 
| ſpirit, in inclination ; though opportunity or Sig my 
li of acting accordingly may, be. wanting. | 
The inclination, the ſpirit, is accepted by Geh 
| no. leſs than the at or performance... This! is the * 
peculiar advantage, « of. God's ernie; it. i is. os 
. = H 3. 8 Shak found .. | 


4% 
e 


nat the inclination of the mind goes for KY 
" itſelf, and that God recompencesthe well-difpoſed, 
as the well-doer. In ſhort, this is our. A 
and our comfort, as chriſtians; we, may all be 
* e hn ge an 20 
3 Not I not ub} prieſt ſays our . j 
| viour here, but the ſamaritan, the docr of good; 
n that neigtibour, whom By God's law thou art 
to love as thyſelf. It is true, the fam bat 


_ ſome books that are genuine parts of hi y ſcrip- 
ture: nay, he has, great miſtakes about the very 
object of worth 
His conceptions of God are ſo confuſed and uncer- 
nis, that he worſhips he knows not (well) what. 
= -- For all that, I fay to thee, ſeeing he is an uſeful 
man, full of good works, thou art to love him 

a thytelf; his ſtrange country, or his miſtaken | 
religion, notwithſtanding. Nobody will deny, 
. that this is our ſaviour's plain meaning in this 
text, and the cuntext. But if ſo, Why is it the 
practice of fo many, to be diſaffected to the very | 
-- beſt perſons, for their (ſuppoſed) errors in reli 5 


the undeniable charge givent to us all in this plain. 
text? "The man, fay you, is a ſamaritan; in our 
7 is miſtaken 17 points nn 

N , m3 


F 1 


/ another religion ; he is ſo overſeen, as not to own — 


p, about the very perſon of God ; 


due and the ere God. a 


| Gl plainiy he is of à different religion Nom 


es, bis is wry. agr. artes 8 


1) to embrace this ſumaritan; to think kim wor- 
thy of more love than the « 


But here, what fay ſome men ? What; om 


A bine den, a heretic, a man of falſe religion ? | 
We have learned better things, and that from holy 


feripture, from the word of God itfelf. (Titus ili. 


10% „A man that is an'heretic, after the firlt 


«and fecond admonition, reje&t;*” that is, ca 


him off, have nothing to do with bim, avoid his | 


as a. peſt.” It is too common, among the con- 


tending parties of chriſtians, to take <eeiphitis | 
words and names; and, having put them on the 


wrong perſon or ſabject, to canclude preſentꝭ 
we have confuted, and ſhamed them. A heretic, 


_ fays the apoſtle, reject him, caſt him off. Right ! 


n then let us mean by heretics what he mea 


1 an ; ; think N that it mirage ons carte. 


the true church, and even that he worlkips" he 
na nos wine: yet, after all, the fame faviour = 


1 will bade thee = Th that 3 whim tub ar- 
to hear in all things ubat ſoever be Hall ſay une 


N found in the faith. 185 | 


; be; right. or wrong. 
in his opinions. acita,vehementins, 
inks an 2 %% Hexeſy is 
4. apy; opinion, whether, in a philoſophy; xeligions 
Lor politics, for which men contend. too earneſtly. 
1 hercely alt i is not chen the trutl on falſes 
od, Of. any opinion, that makes it. to be hereſy; 

the perſon that holds it a heretic ; 3 it is be 
amour, and buſtle, e out it by an 


well, reject them after having admoni 
|, ence and again of their dangerous warm th, ayoi 
them, have. no more to do with them. 1 "But a8 
| for others who..are miſtaken, (that is, we, think 
they are miſtaken i in their doctrines,] the en 
* concerning them is, not riet them, or avoid 
dmdbem. On the contrary, we are. cautioned: not 7a 
Judge then, not to. condemn... them; an and for this \ 
reaſo, .becauſe they erring conſcieptiouſſy, Ged © 
- receives them, God accepts them, God will wht f 
A (Rom. xiv. 4.) „% Who art thou that 55 
« judgeſt (Mu zuin, ) the: ſervant of anon 
% ay wh To his own 7 40 85 he _ 


9 | 


4 9 * 


+ Or) D 


ceived: him. Ewe 344% 1 1 

la deen, they Gay, ute de 6s 1 3 
J anſwer, yes, every big, every turbulent perſong 
| every fre-brand, of whatſoever lag or perſuaſion. 


(cat is; perſons: eng in do8ris, ewe | 
| become us to e them, when the holy ſcripts 
1 aflure us in'expreſy terms Gn accepts them. 
4. Laſtly As — ae ch} HE 
has raade: it to de —_— ous eee 
"Gated che” <ondatiing] dcomoenc ine 
wilt conſider, not what the opinions of men have 
been, but what good they have done to other 
men. When our fiviour deſcribes that gener 
udgment in which all men ſhall receive their 
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by (God, either o happineſs - er mifety: 8 
afſuves/ us, che reaſon of both theſe Mall be 
dne by the moſt holy judge, on our for- 
eee frequency in doing good to others, 
. (en de contrary) our nogled? thereef, The 
wmanner and reaſons of that judgment are very 
particularly ſtated in the goſpel by St. Matthew, 
(ehap. xx.) to this effect or ſenſo: Wen the for 
ol man is deſcended fromthe Higheſt heavens, 1 
4 be glory of the Pathiy ;" which is to n 


| 
F 


% 


| 
B 
- wn 
l- 
| 
| 
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ſeraphims 3 cbey will. preſent to him'.che'throne'ofe 
glory, the tribunal or judgment- ſeat of the whole. 


355 World. 80 ſoon as he is ſeated thereon, the earth | 
"qndiſen giving up their dead, chere will. r gathered = 
before him all nations ; the men ot all countries, 
Cle all ages, ſince; the firſt creation of things 3 of 
MW conditions, Rates, or: degrees; and eſpecially. | 
Ef all religions. i Yiaver, before and never again 
will there be ſuch an aſſe 
of all mankinds: the particular: hrogenitom (br. pa- 
triarchs) of the ſeveral nations, all the great per- 
ſonages, whether for dignity, wiſdam; wealth, wit, 
artz or ſucceſs, that haue ever been. All, theſa 
mingled with the promiſcuous, plebeian erowdy 


11 4 the firſt parents 


ang, not, leſs than they, under the moſt mortifying 


e adh ſhalt men Dam. 


wat all. hate e | diſtindtions. are now ita 
ceaſe ; 3; he, will,confider them but only-as ſheep on | 


gere. Maat oubad. All your other differences. 
Pte 30 nils What you, would. deſerye, or apy 


d only, as trials, or as oppOr- 
gortunities of, doing well or doing ill., They 


pere only to prepare you for this day, and this 
judgment; to make you capable ſubjects of God's 
everlaſting love, and. the beatitudes con bs. 
| thereon, or elſe objects. of juſtice, for, your neg+ 
lects of ** * whales; dba 


&: - 


1 FA g 
3 » * 
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And talents; that webe etuſtel 1 to your ind 


ment. This is no ſooner ſaid, than miniſtring 


angels ſeparate the che from the other 3 in the 
Aanguage there | uſed, they divide the ſheep, from 
the goats; perſons that have been innocent ant] 


uſeful, from the wily and harmful. Then follows 


: the acred irrevetſible ſentence: you that have 


fedethe hungty, clothed the naked, relieved the a 
priſons and ſick families; in ſhort,” you that have. 


ſhown: mercy by exerciſing any fort or kind of bt 
neficence, ate to* inherit everlaſting” mercy; even 
the joys: and kingdom that fo well correſpond to 


duch actions and ways. But you on: the other 


hand of me; that have done all things contrary, 


it is the will of God that you depart fortwith 


into that punifhment,-by fire, vic Gdd, all · wie 
and all- powerful, has thought you worthyof ; and 
will ſo far ſupport you, as to enable you: to ſuffer it. 


This is che purport and ſubſtance of that famous 


portion of holy ſcripture. I cannot ſtand no 
to malte any: other reſſection upon it, than tis, 

for which I alledged it: that when the men ef 
All nations, which includes (arid implies) the men 
of all faiths, ſnhall be judged by our ſaviour, lie 

will give ſentence, he will make them miſerable, 
their deeds of charity or other beneficence; with- 
but any reſpect to their opinions, to the doctrines 


bea - a _.., . - they 


3 men ſoy: 7 
—_ there, only the doing good to ny as the cauſe 
8 * of Glvation; hut it is certain, 


been eme of floyd nl we ; 1 
Ds 7 Therefore, whereas eee © 
(there). inſtances in beneficence; without ſpeak ' | 
det ecken a (juſtice, er un right tick e b wes 85 = 
becauſe; beneficence is the principal, not 3 
zi is the only, condition of men's falyation; "But 
I pray let us not; ſo-interpter ſcripture, : 
 Keroy'it. e 
_ he will judge the men of all faiths, by their 
LY benefivence, - Yew, oy theſe (a ad fail)” 
Ae e: Licks.” Plainly, — . 
to interpret the divine eee ann 

Aurhat and as we pleaſe, - fo or Bb 
But they ſay, other an . W a en- 

3 Fare. ſaluation; therefore; beneficence cannot 

- be/the only. ground. of that ſontence, which the | 
Judge. of the world will at laſt pronounce. . = 23 


Lentence will be grounded on men's be 3 
e e right: faith.” OOO Hide 4 


(% 5 
revented- this e 


e . For juſtice is 
included in -beneficence,: as a leſſer number is in 


a greater: he that will do me good, will be fire to 
do me right; he that beſtows on me what is his, 
will not defraud me of what. is mine. In ſhort, 


dhe beneficent perſon is always juſt: as a greater 


number always includes the leſſer, beneficence 
always com and implies juſtice. Our 


bs, 3s _ aviour, aware of this, did not think it neceſſary 


to make (there) expreſs mention of juſtice; but 
only of beneficence, which (abways and neceſſa- 
rily) implies and includes: it. - But; if a right faith 
had alſo been a neceſſary condition of ſalvation, 
it muſt have been expreſsly named; becauſe it is 
not at all, in any degree, implied in beneficence 
Which is . . ene 
vation. 
15 T ok Gid-any e Eel hint it dint 
848 with a deſign to depreciate, or leſſen the 
eſteem or value of a right faith. As it is a duty 
to be conſeientious; to try the ſpirits; to prove 
| tht doctrines, whether they. be of Gad; ſo we muſt 
needs grant; it is matter ef (juſt) praiſe, with all 
good and wiſe men, and of acceptance with God, 


if our faith be rights/9s well as our works goods | 


ts is cg: however, to pet even je 


; 
' 


0 
nt ts, 


\ 


* 9 j 8 „„ 
eelatios woch; — — they Fs 


re in themſelves, dut what is their waluey- ins 


eonpariſor with one another, We may ſhy the 


Pear is better than cryſtal, the ſapphire chan the 

ceorneliam, the diamond than the umethyſt. And. 
in like manner, eſpeeially it being after our a- 
Bb ns mg om vdl-doing is preferable = 
tothe moſt dextrous or lueky thinking ; It i better 
to be a good man, era doer of good, than” to be- 
learned or orthodox man. e SITS | 


I day ert, and yet be fed! in an 3 


 intrlette kt e contrgrerly 1 tay wake falſe 


Keps, without being (at all) the more out of m) 


eee . But, if I am not a ſamaritan, - 
a dder of good, either in fact or in inclination 
and ſpirit, 1 neither have à tight to be loved by 
not though I be a ſon of the church, by an ortho- 


gsx faith and doctrine; or even a father in the 


„ rao, 4 Shad 

TW tw-ell af Aly the e (allowed | 
to theſe exerciſes) would permit, I have repre- 
ſented to you what encoutagetnents God has 
ptopoſed to well-doing; particularly to beneficence. 
ee eee. germ ra 


e boat df, in an een Wei of our 


eee btb ans: — oy Tro0MASs Fre. 
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